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EDITORIAL 
NOTES

I 
welcome all of you to the latest issue of 
Silliman Journal, one that is as diverse as it 
could possibly get, with contributions from 

theology and the humanities, social and natural 
sciences, and literature and the arts. The cover 
art entitled “Egghead” is by Paul Benzi Sebastian 
Florendo who is currently with the Creative 
Design Department of Foundation University 
in Dumaguete City, Philippines.

As Not–[Im]Possibilities of an Interreligious 
Dialogue from the Fringes” by one of Silliman 

Virginia Woolf

Mary Oliver
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EDITORIAL NOTES

University’s visiting researchers/lecturers Giovanni Maltese from the 
University of Heidelberg, Germany. Gio sets his thesis on a backdrop of 
ideas by the philosopher Giorgio Agamben as applied to interreligious 
dialogue, but concludes that his “essay does not claim to have any 
original solutions, but wishes to be an essay in its most literal sense: 

a fresh naming of the new old problems and which may help us to 
describe them, guessing that this might inspire us to “pagtuo, paglaom 
ug gugma” [faith, hope, and love].

Maltese’s paper is followed by “Dynamics of Battered Filipino 
Women” where psychologists Alicia Estrellado and Rose Marie 
Clemeña attempt a validation of an “abuse model” developed in a 
previous study published in the Philippine Journal of Psychology in 2009. 
The qualitative study of twenty women shows that the model can be 
useful for understanding the concerns of women survivors of abuse.

Third, psychologist Emmanuel Hernani describes therapeutic 
adventure programming as utilized with a mixed clientele of 302 
participants in Cebu City, central Philippines. The program included, 

group discussion, and interviews. 
The full-length articles are rounded up by three studies from 

the natural sciences. First, Racquel Chua describes the “Antioxidant 
Potential of Selected Indigenous Fruits Using In Vitro Lipid Peroxidation 
Assay.” Kel studied indigenous fruits grown in the Cordillera region 
such as ayosep, bitungol, kalamondin, marble tomato, native lacatan, 
native passion fruit, pinit, rattan, tamarillo, and tumok. All the fruits 
exhibited greater antioxidant potential than Vitamin E with native 
passion fruit and rattan exhibiting the greatest antioxidant potential.

Finally, Abner Bucol and colleagues report on two researches 
done at the Gigantes and Sicogon Islands of Iloilo Province, central 

on the areas’ forest resources. 

READERS FORUM

This year’s Readers Forum is a continuation of the Theological 
Forum begun in the second issue of SJ 2009, volume 50. In that issue, 
Karl Villarmea introduced the Forum’s theme—Theology of Struggle 
(ToS)—with discourses by Erme Camba, Revelation Velunta, Eleazar 
Fernandez, and  Ferdinand Ammang Anno. The current issue includes 
the ToS essays of Everett Mendoza, Lester Edwin Ruiz, and Lizette 
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MARGARET UDARBE-ALVAREZ

Tapia-Raquel.

NOTES SECTION

We have a bit of a mix in this issue’s Notes Section. First, religious 
studies professor Karl Villarmea expounds on Marx’s ideas about 
freedom. One reviewer asked us “Is anyone still interested in Marx 
and his ideas?” Karl apparently is, and invites our interest in the topic.

The second contribution in the Notes Section is composed of two 
brief essays by the writer, resident director of the 2010 National Writers 

on the occasion of the workshop’s opening program, and the other 
on the occasion of the closing (at the end of three weeks) of the same 
workshop, poignantly titled “I’m Home.”

Finally, J. Neil Garcia begins “On the Question of Poetry and Rage” 

am—as yet—unable to write a poem about this massacre’s unspeakable 
and maddeningly complex ‘text’ … but see, this is just me.”

REVIEW SECTION

Our lone contribution to this issue’s Review Section is by Ian Rosales 
Kinatay 

written by Armando Lao and directed by Brillante Mendoza. Watching 

dark underbelly” that has “stayed with me with a malevolent power I 

breathing, a haunted voice that plagues the consciousness. It comes and 
goes, and when it does descend, it unsettles—as it must.” That kind of 
a review urges one to get a copy of the movie, fear notwithstanding.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

and loyal readers. Special thanks go to the talented Ian Casocot who 
not only lays out the SJ and works closely with Silliman Press, but also 
invites contributions in various genre and expands our publishing 
network. I also wish to thank my friend and colleague Allan Bernardo 
for helping us recruit contributions to SJ from interested and interesting 
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scholars outside of Silliman University.
 The 1993 Nobel Prize for Literature recipient Toni Morrison has 

said: “We die. That may be the meaning of life. But we do language. 
That may be the measure of our lives.”

Margaret Helen F. Udarbe

Editor
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Identity As Not–(Im)Possibilities of an 

Interreligious Dialogue From the Fringes:

Exploring Giorgio Agamben 

and the Interreligious Dialogue1

Giovanni Maltese
University of Heidelberg

The present essay explores if and how selected political concepts 
developed by the philosopher Giorgio Agamben can be applied 

Agambian concepts such as ‘Homo Sacer’ and ‘The Cut of 
Apelles’, this paper discusses problems of representation, 
identity and inclusion/exclusion, which are structurally inherent 
in interreligious dialogues. The essay concludes sketching 
the potential of Agamben’s category of ‘messianic-suspended 
identity’ in connection with a method of radical historization for the 
interreligious dialogue.

KEYWORDS: interreligious dialogue, identity, exclusion, inclusion, 
representation, homo sacer, Messianic suspension

(IM)POSSIBILITIES OF 

INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE? 

I
, the Hindu American 

Foundation

Hindu Dharma 
Acharya Sabha

1 !is paper was presented on 19 January 2010 for the Horace B. Silliman Lecture Series organized by the 
Philosophy Department and School of Public A#airs and Governance, Silliman University, Dumaguete 
City, Negros Oriental, Philippines. I thank Uli Harlass and the SJ Reviewer for their comments on earlier 
dra$s of this paper.
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Firstly
interreligious exclusion

Secondly within one’s 
own intra Thirdly, the 

intra

inter

all existing

all existing
World Parliament of Religion

EXPLORING GIORGIO AGAMBEN

2  Italics are to notify, that this is just a hypothetic sentence; we cannot discuss the epistemology implied 
here.
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G. MALTESE

 

intra

intra

inter

subjective

self-exclusion

intrasubjective exclusion

3  Of course this is a perspective informed by postcolonial studies (see for example Said, 1978; Spivak, 
1988; Bhabha, 1994).
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Is interreligious dialogue worth 

4

5

AND INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE

Homo Sacer

inter intra
subjective 

4  !is is especially valid if one considers the transnational aspects of today’s politics, religion and 
migration. Netherland-based Filipino Scholar Gemma Cruz-Chia, who has done research on Filipina 
Domestic Workers in Hong Kong, can say “that any study of migrants that ignores the role of religion will 
most likely be incomplete and skewed”, pointing to Sociologist Timothy Smith’s thesis “that immigration 
itself is a ‘theologizing their experience’” (Cruz-Chia, 2007, p. 212).

5  !e term category is used here not in the Katnian sense, but synonymous to tool of analysis.

EXPLORING GIORGIO AGAMBEN
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Homo Sacer and Citation: The Outside That Is Inside, 

and the Inclusive Face of Exclusion

6

Homo Sacer Homo Sacer

Homo Sacer
Homo Sacer

Homo Sacer 
 zoe (zwh.)

bios (bi,oj)

Homo Sacer

Homo Sacer, 

Homo Sacer 

6  Agamben’s distinction between political, religious, cultural and ethnic is not always clear.

7 It is important to note, that a large part of Agamben’s work, especially for example the tetralogy Homo 
Sacer genealogical in character. !is historical analysis, however, is not that of an Historian, but that of a 
Philosopher who seeks to %nd paradigms for forging new epistemological categories. !is is an important 
aspect, since Agamben’s work has been vehemently criticized from the historic-methodological point of 
view, as can be seen in the reaction to Agamben’s paradigmatic comparison between the rightlessness of 
Guantanamo detainees and the lack of rights of the detainees in the Nazi’s concentration camps (Raul#, 
2004, pp. 610–615).

8 Technically speaking Homo Sacer could be both, male or female. For reasons of space and clearance, 
however, in the whole paper, we will have to avoid the gendered formulation his/her.

9 !is paradox is present ab ipsa polysemia adjectivi as sacer, which means both sacred and cursed.

G. MALTESE
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Homo Sacer

The Withdrawal of the All, First Glances at the Cut of Apelles and 

First Implications for Interreligious and Intrareligious Exclusion

The Withdrawal of the All

inter
intra

10  For Agamben, this paradoxical simultaneousness is also displayed in the polysemy of the Italian term 
bando (Agamben, 1998).

11 !ere are two more concepts which exemplify the antinomy of inside/outside-simultanity.  Epistemo-
logically speaking, Agamben %nds this paradox in the concept of paradigm. Paradigm, from the Greek 
“paradigme [… *para–deigmh,] what shows itself beside” (Agamben, 2002), though Agamben’s point 
here is more apologetic in nature. Agamben illustrates it with a grammatical paradigm, which is meaning 
within a grammar lesson is derived from the fact that it has been emptied. ‘I love you’ as a paradigm of 
conjugation (I love you, You love…, He/She/It loves… etc.) is emptied of its original meaning. ‘I love you’ 
is completely taken out of any context of meaning, stripped o# its original meaning. Yet it is able to show 
the system of language (grammar) in which ‘I love you’ may be pronounced in a meaningful way. !e 
paradigm is something that stands outside its context; something that has been excluded from its context, 
but is not completely meaningless, since it still belongs to the original context. Otherwise it would not be 
possible to use it as example for explaining grammar. Almost the same could be said of the concept of Cita-
tion (Agamben, 2005, 138#). Agamben a&rms that the essence and powerful subversiveness of a citation 
relies on the fact, that the new meaning performed by it constitutively and simultaneously holds together 
the old and the new context of the quote. A citation makes the most sense if one knows the original context 
it is taken from. At the same time, this context is crossed out, while the present context is dominant. !e 
citation, therefore, contains two meanings at the same time, which are mutually constitutive. For ontologi-
cal implications see also Jacques Derrida’s concept of “sous rature”, (Derrida, 1990, 77#), and additionally, 
in relation to Agamben’s discussion on the “nominal sentence” (Agamben, 2005, 127#), Judith Butler’s 
“performative signi%ers” (Butler, 1993, 208#). Paradigm and Citation, thus, illustrate the outside, that 
draws its meaning from the context it has been ‘cut’ or removed from.

EXPLORING GIORGIO AGAMBEN
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religion A
religion B

  

inter intra
inter-

intra

it.

The Cut of Apelles

12  And this may be even more the case with regards to di#erent regional contextes, which calls for more 
interdisciplinarity between theologians and scholars from religious studies, ethnology, sociology, etc.

13 !is is also the Achilles heel of Habermasian approaches to interreligious dialogue, see (Biebricher, 
2005, 248; 240–242). For a discussion of the implications for poststructuralist and post-Marxist politics, 
see (Laclau, 1996; Laclau, 2007). As already mentioned, examples like the World Parliament of Religions 
and their World Ethics seem to be understood by all, but their reasonability applies only to those who share 
the same concept of reason and its political agenda. Postcolonial Studies have shown that certain concepts 
of ‘reason’ can be Trojan horses of a certain politics, if not of epistemic violence (Spivak, 1988). !is must 
be honestly said, especially when the material content of the World Ethics is decidedly shared, which is 
obviously my own case.

14 Cf. the Aristotelian bonmot, which states that the whole is always more than just the sum of its parts 
(Metaphysics, VII, 1041b).

G. MALTESE
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in
de

de facto

15  !ough its epistemology is not shared, this expression is borrowed from Amos Yong’s realistic approach, 
whose most important feature is a Peircean “contrite fallibilism” (Yong, 2000, p. 100).

16  With regard to newer ecumenical dialogues, see Walter Hollenweger’s critique (for example Hollenweger, 
1999) and the special issue in Pneuma, 2008, 30 (2) and Macchia’s Editorial (Macchia, 2008).

17 Our understanding of subjectivation draws on Michel Foucault studies on power  (Foucault, 1994a; 
Foucault, 1994b). In modern times, man perceives himself as an individual who possesses freedom 
and rights. By the setting of rights and privileges and making them personally available, a process of 
individualization takes place, which o#ers the human being the emancipation from object towards subject. 
!is move, however, from object to subject, puts a yoke on the individual’s neck: he becomes sub-jectus 
to a (meta-)system of rights and duties (Agamben, 1998, 119f).  Following this concept of subjectivity, the 
subject’s presumed freedom and rights is at the price of one’s own subjectivation, in the literal sense of the 
latin term sub-jectus i.e. being thrown under (as participium passivum of subjacere).

EXPLORING GIORGIO AGAMBEN
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bíos
Homo Sacer

homo sacer suae religionis. homo sacer suae religionis’, who 
zoè

intra

homo sacer suae religionis

homo sacer suae religionis 

18  In classical Latin sacer stands with the genitivus possessivus, the dativus is used only in pre- and post-
classical Latin. Yet it could be constructed also with a dativus commodi, meaning that the homo is sacer from 
the point of view of or for his religion, such as in homo pro sua religione sacer. With regard to Latin style, 
it should read homo suae religionis sacer or even better homo suae propriae religionis sacer or respectively 
homo suae (propriae) religioni sacer. Here, the shortest and simplest variant was preferred. I thank Stefan 
Meisters for helping me work this out.

19 Looking at the history of the Christian context, one could argue that one of the major and best 
documented schisms, the protestant reformation, (which, all but reformation, ended up in being initially 
regarded as religion, and at least confession or denomination), could be negotiated politically only a$er 
the so-called Religionsgespräche. !us the religious-political Pax Augustana, which celebrated its 450th 
birthday recently, is among other factors the outcome of these Religionsgespräche. A central document of 
this is the Confessio Augustana (Bornkamm, 1956), which constructs an inclusive protestant meta-identity 
at the cost of the so-called Anabaptists and Spiritualists, who were stigmatized and excluded (CA, §§ 5; 
9; 16; 17). Another example are the conservative sects within the Catholic church, which are critic of the 
Second Vatican Council, and which are now being (re)embraced by the politics of Pope Benedict XIV. Best 
known, since some Holocaust-denying expressions by Bishop Richard Williamson (Lipstadt 2010, 571), is 
the case of the Society of St. Pius X and the interreligious implications of their opposition to Nostra Aetate 
(Beinert, 2009; Bischof, 2009; Hünermann, 2009)

20 See also the discussion on the Agambian notion of ‚paradigm’ and ‚citation’ under 2.1, footnote 11.

G. MALTESE
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The State of Exception: Declaration of Anomy as Legitimization 

Homo Sacer, zwh.
(bi,oj)

“Ausnahmezustand”
 

21 For the poststructuralist notion of 'hybridity,’ see Bhabha (Bhabha, 1994; Rutherford, 1990). !is 
genealogical approach, which studies the history of religion with focus on discontinuities rather than on 
continuities, and tries to explain consistencies instead of inconsistencies, draws from the works of scholar 
of religious studies Michael Bergunder (Bergunder, 2007; Bergunder, 2009a; Bergunder, 2010) and Jörg 
Haustein (Haustein, forthcoming). Although their postcolonial approach is informed by a Derridarean 
epistemology and opposes Agamben’s metaphysical framework.

22 !e Agambian concept of ‘anomy’ as a precondition of normality or, put in another way, normality 
as a result of ‘anomy’ means that a new form of norm (i.e. rule or law) is legitimated by a declaration 
of lawlessness, thus factual anomy for the greek anomoj. Agamben follows Carl Schmitt’s thesis, which 
de%nes sovereign who decides on the exception. In the next chapter we will discuss the concept of ‘anomy.' 

EXPLORING GIORGIO AGAMBEN
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23  Such as in the moral panics-campaigns of the Bush-administration, which launched to legitimate an 
exceptional treatment for terrorists (and people suspected to be terrorists), such as waterboarding (Zizek, 2007) 
and Guantanamo, which is still there, also a$er President Obama’s promotion to Nobel Peace Prize laureate.

G. MALTESE
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inter

subjective exclusion.

Religion Between the Private and the Public

24  We are not evaluating these ‘causes’ here, nor are we analyzing their ideological thrust. On the descriptive 
and formal level they are equivalent, in as they can be used to legitimate a state of exception.

25 In terms of abstractions‚ exceptional conditions’ and declared‚ state of exception are very alike, they 
di#er in range, e#ectiveness and on the level of representation on which they are uttered.

26 Politically speaking, the danger of the state of exception becoming the normal form of governance, is 
certainly one of the motives why some “[l]awyers led by Senate President Jovito Salonga %led %ve separate 
positions, asking the Supreme Court to nullify President Arroyo’s declaration of martial law [state of 
exception] in Maguindanao” when she had declared the state of exception in parts of Mindanao, a$er the 
horrible massacre in the Southern Philippines on 24 November 2009. A few days later the “[t]he Ampatuan 
clan, … [which was presumably responsible for the massacre], who gave President Macapagal-Arroyo […] 
controversial victories in the 2004 and 2007 elections, were labeled rebels” by the same President (Eguerra 
et al., 2009).

EXPLORING GIORGIO AGAMBEN
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 which de-fines

27 Due to time constrains, we will have to refrain from elaborating on a de%nition of religion. !us, in what 
follows, we will ex negativo deal with de%nitions of religion, which seem to be misleading in the light of the 
recent global developments and their relation to the discussion on interreligious dialogue. !e notion of 
religion implied here tries to avoid both a functional and substantial de%nition of religion, thus, historizing 
and conceptualizing it through a genealogical and discourse-oriented approach (for further readings see 
the introductive sections in Kippenberg & von Stuckrad, 2003; or Hock, 2002).

28 !e communitarian relations and (identity)political implications of religious individuals, however 
understood, therefore, seem to weaken well-intended suggestions of focusing more on “Spirituality as a 
chance for intercultural theology” (Giordan, 2008) or interreligious dialogue.

29 It is important to note that Schleiermacher’s concept of “Geselligkeit” and his notion of plural interests 
in the context of his Kant-critique also allows an opening towards the public character of religion (Welker, 
1999).

G. MALTESE
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locus rationale

The Messianic, the Cut of Apelles and the Remnant, Katargein, 

Astheneia and Being As Not: Instrasubjective Exclusion and 

Categories of Identitylessness?

30  Schleiermacher’s de%nition of religion as “feeling of absolute dependence” has been criticized by many 
Western thinkers, yet it is irreducible to the present notion of the discourse on religion (Bergunder, 2009b).

31 On subjectivation/desubjectivation see 2.2.2, especially footnote ‚ 17.

32  Non-exclusive identities, in the sense of a non-excluivist position, are, practically speaking, very 
common among religious people with academic background or at least enough intercultural experience. 
Hence, what is attempted here might seem to be trivial. However, a systematic and/or theoretical re=ection 
of such an identity position is rarely ventured. An introductory overview of the underlying classi%cation 
exclusivist-inclusivist-pluralist can be found in (Yong, 2000, p. 39; Knitter, 2002; Bernhardt, 2005).

EXPLORING GIORGIO AGAMBEN
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The Messianic, the Remnant and the Cut of Apelles Revisited

Romans

in

the Messianic

Astheneia and Katargein

33  !ough for Paul’s Romans the Messianic is constituted by faith in Jesus as Christ/Messiah, the following 
transfer of Agamben’s concept does not imply %deistic belief in the Person of Jesus Christ, not even in 
terms of historical person. It is su&cient to understand the Messianic as a discursive or theoretical concept 
for a chosen self-denial in the context of interreligious dialogue. Christians, who believe in Jesus Christ 
could, of course, add to this theoretical aspect a theological rationale for engaging interreligious dialogue 
with this attitude and elaborate on the implication of one’s belief in the Word made =esh. !anks to Markus 
Rackow for bringing this objection to my mind.

G. MALTESE
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factum

breathly

remnant

non
(avsqenei,a|)

katargein (*katarge,w)

katargein

(*keno,w) ,  

34 “!ere is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye 
are all one in Christ Jesus”.

35 Radical weakness as characteristic is understood hereas (self-)negation, thus it is not a positive essential.

36 It is this consciously accepted (better: received) lack of power, that distinguishes this concept from 
trivializations, such as ‘Why can’t we all just be friends?’

37 I admit, that the concept of kenos is used here, which stems from another Pauline letter, Phil 2:5#, is 
based on a distinction between form and content, which is problematic in the context of poststructuralist 
philosophy. It may serve as a ‘Christian metaphor’ for the Agambian talk about adynamia and katargein, 
which works with rather tensional than dichotomous abstractions.
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Identity As Not

As Not (w`j mh.)

remain 

locus

kairòs

38 It might be helpful to draw parallels between this concept of non-identity and the ego-lessness suggested 
by the Indian scholar of religious studies Vengal Chakkarai (Chakkarai, 1993, pp. 78–82). Yet Agamben’s 
notion of remaining seems to be a regulative for not falling into what has been criticized as “internalization 
of oppression” (Orevillo-Montenegro, 2006, p. 25) which leads to an oppressive(!) sacri%ce attitude.
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(IM)POSSIBILITIY OF NON-IDENTITY: 

TOWARDS AN INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE AS NOT 

Homo Sacer

engaging in interreligious encounter?

Ex negativo: (Suspended) Identity-As Not and Relativism

as-not
As-Not

39 Jürgen Moltmann’s understanding of a radical self-emptying of the God-man (kenosis), which peaks in 
God’s absence at Calvary (Deus absconditus), and culminates in its empty grave (resurrectio), helped me 
conceptualize this (Moltmann, 1974). See also 2.5, footnote 37.
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remaining 

To Be or Not to Be: Historization as a Move Towards a Self-

emptying, De-activating Remnant-identity

40 Or in the wake of Derrida and Agambian’s notion of the Nominal Sentence: Being a non slave.

41 What follows draws from Michael Bergunder’s formal de%nition of religion and religious movements, 
such as Esotericism (Bergunder, 2010) and Global Pentecostalism (Bergunder, 2007; Bergunder, 2009a). 
Operationalizing insights from cultural and postcolonial studies, his work is unique in its attempt to 
de%ne the object of research of religious studies without essentialistic criteria and keeping the promise of 
thorough methodological transparency. 

42 We put the past in inverted comma, since the bringing together of the contingent events that represent 
what is called the past is a performative act taking place in the present.
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other homines sacri suae religionis

(C)losing Remarks

interreligious, intrareligious, intrasubjective exclusion

43 Additionally to the Messianic, especially the Pneumatic of Romans (unfortunately omitted by Agamben, 
arguably due to his relying on Benjamin) o#ers proli%c avenues of articulation for such an approach from 
within a non-non-Christian framework. A promising starting point could be the theologia religionum of 
Chinese-American Pentecostal theologian Amos Yong (2000) and its exempli%cation in his latest book 
on interreligious dialogue entitled Hospitality and the Other (Yong 2008). Freed from its legacy to Percian 
realism this could o#er fruitful venues for our discussion.
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44. 

45

ug gugma…”46 
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Dynamics of Battered Filipino Women:

Validating a Dynamics of Abuse Model

Alicia F. Estrellado
Rose Marie Salazar-Clemeña 

De La Salle University, Manila, Philippines

This study was designed to validate Estrellado and Salazar-
Clemeña’s (2007) Dynamics of Abuse Model. It also aimed to 
further explore and analyze dynamics of Filipino battered women. 

depth interview. Participants reported 19 categories  of abuse, 20 
categories of contributing factors to abuse, 16 categories of effects 
of abuse on women’s perception of self, view of the world, sense of 
well-being, and interpersonal relationships, and 13 categories of 
coping strategies. Responses were coded based on Estrellado and 
Salazar-Clemeña’s model. The study demonstrated that Dynamics 
of Abuse Model can be useful as a conceptual framework for 
understanding concerns of battered women. Implications for 
counseling practice and research are discussed.

KEYWORDS: battered Filipino women, model validation, dynamics 
of abuse model, forms of abuse, contributing factors, effects of 
abuse, coping strategies
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METHOD
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Table 1  

 

Variables                              Categories  F
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INSTRUMENTS

Personal Information Sheet.

Interview Guide Questions.

PROCEDURE
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RESULTS

Forms of Abuse

Physical abuse.

see these are my scars on my arms from the cuts I would get every time he would have knife in 
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Domain   Categories     F

   

 

 

  

Psychological abuse.

He often says a lot of things to my face, but what I really could not take was when he told me 
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stomached being subjected to all the disgusting things he does, but I would not allow him to 

Economic abuse.

        

Sexual abuse.
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Contributing Factors

Intrapersonal factors.

Interpersonal factors.
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Table 3.

  

Domains  Categories     F

 
Family Dynamics

 
     

 
   Socio-cultural Factors   
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Perceived Effects
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Table 4.

Themes   Categories    F
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Perception of self.

  
View of the world.

Sense of wellbeing.
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Interpersonal relationships.

could I trust?

Coping Strategies of Battered Women

A.F. ESTRELLAO & R.M.S. CLEMEÑA

Table 5.

Themes   Categories    F
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DISCUSSION
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Forms of Abuse
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Contributing Factors

tagasalo
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Pagtitiis

tagasalo

Effects of Abuse
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Coping Strategies
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Implications for Counseling Practice
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Therapeutic Adventure Programming 

with Mixed Population in 

Cebu, Philippines 

Emmanuel V. Hernani
Cebu Normal University 

This paper analyzed the experiences of 302 participants in a brief 
therapeutic adventure program sponsored by the social welfare 
institution of the Philippines. Participants were children victims of 

In-depth processing using Gestalt Therapy commonly asked 

concluded the activity. Results showed the clients’ perceived 
effectiveness through learning outcomes on personal, relational, 

clientele.

KEYWORDS: psychology, psychotherapy, counseling, experiential 
education, adventure programming, leisure and recreation, 
rehabilitation, Philippine psychology
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Antioxidant Potential of 

Selected Indigenous Fruits 

Using In Vitro Lipid Peroxidation Assay

Department of Chemistry, College of Natural Sciences, 
Saint Louis University, Baguio City
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fruits, In Vitro Lipid Peroxidation Assay, natural antioxidants

This study was primarily concerned in determining the antioxidant 
potential of the edible parts of selected indigenous fruits grown 
in the Cordillera region namely ayosep (Vaccinium angustifolium), 
bitungol ( ), kalamondin (Citrofortunella microcarpa), 
marble tomato (Lycopersicon pimpinellifolium), native lacatan (
paradisiaca), native passion fruit ( ), pinit (Rubus 

copelandii), rattan (Calamus mollis), tamarillo (Cyphomandra 

betacea) and tumok ( ) as compared to Vitamin 
E. Antioxidant potential of the extracts was tested and measured 
using In Vitro Lipid Peroxidation Assay as indicated by absorbance 
value in mAU and % Lipid Peroxidation Inhibition. Based on this 
test, all the fruits exhibited greater antioxidant potential than Vitamin 
E. Native passion fruit and rattan exhibited the greatest antioxidant 
potential and therefore, ranked 1. 
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Vaccinium angustifolium
Flacourtia indica

Musa 
Rubus 

Musa troglodytarum

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Phytochemical Screening of Fruits

R.T. CHUA
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Preparation of Fruit Extracts and Control

In vitro

Preparation of Homogenate

In Vitro Inhibition of Lipid Peroxidation

IN VITRO PEROXIDATION ASSAY
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Statistical Analysis

In vitro

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Phytochemical Constituents of the Fruits

R.T. CHUA
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Table 3. 

Sources of Sum of     DF     Mean Square   F-value    Tabular     Interpretation
Variations  Squares            Value 

 
Total                   4.1191

IN VITRO PEROXIDATION ASSAY
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Table 4. 

NOTE:

 
LEGEND:  Rattan (R), Tamarillo (T), Pinit (I), Passion  (P), Ayosep (A), Bitungol (B), 
Tumok (U), Lacatan (L), Kalamondin (K), Marble Tomato (M), Ferric chloride (F), and 
Vitamin E (E)

Mean di#erence is signi%cant

Controls

Mean di#erence is not signi%cant

Fruit samples

R.T. CHUA
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Table 5. 

 

LEGEND: A—Alkaloids; S—Steroids; P—Saponins; O—Polyphenols; T—Tannins; and  F—Flavonoids (+ 
positive, - negative)

IN VITRO PEROXIDATION ASSAY
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in vitro

R.T. CHUA
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CONCLUSION

in vitro. The 

IN VITRO PEROXIDATION ASSAY
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The Vertebrate Biodiversity of the 

Gigantes and Sicogon Islands, 

Iloilo Province, Philippines

Abner A. Bucol
Ely L. Alcala

Leonardo T. Averia 
Silliman University Angelo King Center for Research 

and Environmental Management Dumaguete City, Philippines

Lirio Cordova
Panay Rural Organizing For Social Reform, 

Estancia, Iloilo Province, Philippines

KEYWORDS: biodiversity, Gigantes Islands, Panay Island, 
zoogeography

The biodiversity of the Gigantes and Sicogon Islands and 
associated islets are presented and discussed based on a study 
conducted from December 2009 to May 2010. Pertinent data on the 
biophysical conditions of caves in the Gigantes are also presented. 
Observations on the biology of the Critically Endangered Gigante 
Limestone Frog ( ) and the Endangered 
Gigante Narrow-disked Gecko ( ) such as population 
density, behaviour, and reproductive biology are also presented. 
Threats to the biodiversity of these islands are discussed with 
corresponding recommendations. A preliminary discussion on the 
zoogeography of the two islands is also provided.
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Description of the Study Area

Leucaena 

 A map showing the three islands covered by the study (Gigante Norte, Gigante Sur, 

and Sicogon).

VERTEBRATE DIVERSITY OF GIGANTES AND SICOGON
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 View of a typical karst landscape in Gigante Sur. 

 A non-karst forestland on Sicogon Island (viewed from the eastern side).

A.A. BUCOL, E.L. ALCALA, L.T. AVERIA, & L. CORDOVA
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MATERIALS AND METHODS
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RESULTS

Climatic and Biophysical Conditions of the Study Area

A.A. BUCOL, E.L. ALCALA, L.T. AVERIA, & L. CORDOVA
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Air temperature readings in caves

Herpetofauna

Platymantis insulatus Gekko 
gigante

Gekko gigante

VERTEBRATE DIVERSITY OF GIGANTES AND SICOGON
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Biological observations on the Gigante Endemic Herpetofauna

Gigante Limestone Forest-Frog Platymantis insulatus Brown & 
Alcala (Figure 4)

Platymantis insulatus

 The Gigante endemic frog .

  congregating in a hole (left) during an ENSO Event but left the 

same hole (right) during the onset of .

A.A. BUCOL, E.L. ALCALA, L.T. AVERIA, & L. CORDOVA
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Population density vs. physical conditions

insulatus

Observed congregations

Kaloula 

VERTEBRATE DIVERSITY OF GIGANTES AND SICOGON
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Observations on reproductive behavior

Platymantis. 

 
Observed escape response 

A.A. BUCOL, E.L. ALCALA, L.T. AVERIA, & L. CORDOVA
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Gigante Narrow-disked Gecko Gekko gigante Brown & Alcala 
(Figure 6)

Gekko 
gigante at 

Avifauna

 The Gigante Narrow-disked Gecko .

VERTEBRATE DIVERSITY OF GIGANTES AND SICOGON
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maculatus
Motacilla 

cinerea

Mammals

Macaca fascicularis

 alfredi
Sus cebifrons

A.A. BUCOL, E.L. ALCALA, L.T. AVERIA, & L. CORDOVA
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DISCUSSION

Hemidactylus , 
, Rhinella marina Bufo marinus Kaloula 

conjuncta

Gekko ernstkelleri

Laticauda colubrina , 

Laticauda

Laticauda
Plotosus 

VERTEBRATE DIVERSITY OF GIGANTES AND SICOGON
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Threats to the biodiversity of the Gigantes and Sicogon

kaingin

Gekko

Gekko 
gecko
Gekko

Gekko Gekko 
gigante

CONCLUSION 

AND RECOMMENDATIONS

A.A. BUCOL, E.L. ALCALA, L.T. AVERIA, & L. CORDOVA
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This paper presents the status of forest vegetation in the Gigantes 
and Sicogon islands, in Carles, Iloilo province, off northeastern 
Panay Island, Philippines. Sampling of trees was based on 27 main 
plots (400m2 each) while saplings and undergrowth species were 
sampled within 27 sub-plots (200m2) and 108 smaller sub-plots 
(1m2 each), respectively. A total of 88 species of forest plants 

the 27 sampling plots. Sicogon Island has about 571.2 ha (50.29% 
of the total land area) of relatively intact forest while Gigante Sur 
and Gigante Norte have 283 ha (47.11%) and 92.73 ha (19.25%) 
of karst forest, respectively. The forest cover in the three islands 
has been altered due to farming and charcoal production. The 
impact of such activities may affect the fauna endemic to these 
small islands. Protection of the remaining forests on these islands 
is also recommended.   
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INTRODUCTION

I

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Brief description of the study areas
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Data gathering

 A map showing the location of the three islands covered by the study (Gigante Norte, 

Gigante Sur, and Sicogon).

FOREST REMNANTS OF GIGANTES AND SICOGON
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View of a typical karst forest landscape in Gigante Sur. 

 A view of the Sicogon Forest/Tree Park (viewed from the eastern side).
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 Deforested side of Sicogon Island (viewed from the southwestern side).

 Illegally cut trees in the timberland of Sicogon Island, Carles, Iloilo.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A.A. BUCOL, E.O MANINGO, L.T. AVERIA, L. CORDOVA, ET AL.
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Table 1. 

Land area and forest coverage in the study sites.

 
Island   Total Land Area*  Total Forest Cover  (%)
  (ha)   (ha)
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(400m2) during the survey (all sites combined).  

 Mean density (ind./ha±S.E.) of forest trees and saplings in the three Islands.                                  

(N=15 in Sicogon; 6 in Gigante Sur; 6 in Gigante Norte).

A.A. BUCOL, E.O MANINGO, L.T. AVERIA, L. CORDOVA, ET AL.
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 . Mean density (ind./m2±S.E.) of undergrowth plants in the three Islands. (N=60 in 

Sicogon; 24 in Gigante Sur; 24 in Gigante Norte).

 Mean tree diameter at breast-height or DBH (cm ± S.E.) in the three Islands                                 

(N=440 in Sicogon; 124 in Gigante Sur; 61 in Gigante Norte).

FOREST REMNANTS OF GIGANTES AND SICOGON
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Aceros waldeni
Rusa alfredi  

Sus cebifrons

CONCLUSION 

AND RECOMMENDATIONS
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Theology of Struggle 

Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow
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A THEOLOGY BORNE OF STRUGGLE
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via crucis via dolorosa
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Who Would You Invite to Your Banquet?

the “Theology of Struggle” 

Lester Edwin J. Ruiz

INTRODUCTION
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THE HEART OF STRUGGLE—FULLNESS OF LIFE
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ENDNOTES

1 !is paper is based on an oral presentation delivered during a forum on the !eology of 
Struggle sponsored by Silliman Divinity School, Silliman University, Dumaguete, Philippines. 
It is excerpted from the unpublished Master of !eology thesis of the author for the Southeast 
Asia Graduate School of !eology.

2 She writes in the vernacular, in a style all her own, pouring out words that women have always 
wanted to say but do not. She is the most read Filipino novelist. Both novels referred to in this 
paper have movie versions which are also critically-acclaimed.
 
3 Bautista, L. (1988). Dekada '70. Manila: Cacho Publishing House.
 
4 Bautista, L. (1988). Bata, bata ... Pa'no ka ginawa. Manila: Carmelo & Bauermann Printing 
Corp.

5 Esther is the main character in the Book of Esther in the Old Testament.
 
6 Ruth is the Moabite woman who is the central character in the Book of Ruth in the Old 
Testament.

7 Velunta is the %rst Filipino to present a paper in the Society of Biblical Literature. He has 
earned degrees from Union !eological Seminary in the Philippines and Princeton and 
Vanderbilt in the U.S. He is a professor in Biblical Studies at Union !eological Seminary, 
Philippines.

8 Alice Walker is the author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel #e Color Purple. She has 
written extensively on race and gender issues. Some of her other works are #e Temple of My 
Familiar and Possessing the Secret of Joy.

9 Pinkola-Estes, C. (1992). Women who run with wolves. UK: Rider.

10 “!ere are so many important things in a man's life: his work, ambition, his hunger for power 
and in=uence. For women, it is enough that they have a husband and children.”

11 “Women are never content with just being wives and mothers all their lives! You just teach 
us that...You think that just because you are happy, we should be happy, too.  Sometimes I ask 
myself why I had to be born, when everything that I do is for others, for you!.. When I am not 
you! I am me! Why do I have to live my life for you, when you live your life for yourself. If I can 
only turn back the hands of time, I should have said to you—you can have yours for yourself.”

12 Julian: Be careful with the tone of your voice when you speak to me, Amanda. I think you are 
forgetting that I am the man of the house!
 
13 Amanda: [!inking to herself] Such arrogance, just because he's a man...he thinks he's the 
boss. And just because I am a woman, I am his slave...He actually thinks he's my boss and I 
am his slave. But no matter how furious I am about this, it is the sad reality. I am just someone 
who gets him co#ee. I give him massages.... I am like a live-in maid. For the %rst time in twenty 
years, I wanted to regret that I am just the mother of his children and nothing more.

L.G. TAPIA-RAQUEL
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14 Naomi:

No husband, no heir.
Landless and hopeless.
What is the meaning of marriage for women
Grasping a knife by its blade, gasping for life

Why is fate so cruel to women?
For a handful of grain to be picked, she gives her body in exchange
Boaz was a rich and honorable man
Who scattered grain to lure a bird to his trap

Ruth:
 
Is your kindness to me an expression of your deep love?
Is it through God's blessing that you open yourself to me?
I o#ered myself, my body, my soul
So I can touch the hope and life that eludes me.

15 “I want to have sex... When a woman says she wants to have sex, does that mean she is a loose 
woman? I wish that when people make love, they touch each other's souls. For all the times that 
Ra#y made love to me, and for all the times Ding had sex with me, not once did they touch my 
soul. Because if they did, they would have seen that in the deepest part of me—I am a mother!
!ey are sons-of-bitches, Johnny! I am not a bad woman! I am not a bad mother!

16 Narrator 1:
We are invited and enticed to seek greener pastures
To leave our homeland where we were conceived and born
But Orpah is one who hears the call of home
Even in uncertainty, they are her people, her land. 

Narrator 2:
!ose who are worthy to call themselves servants of God and the people must be able to 
pronounce and live out this decision.
Who else will embrace the children of our people? 
Who else will defend the land of our people?
!e land that was cleared by those who came before us. 
!e land we must pass on to those who will come a$er us. 
Blood and sweat were o#ered by those who %rst tilled it.
To honor the giver, the Creator of all. 
Despite the uncertainty in the land we call 'home,'
!ere is a commitment to defend the land for all.
For therein lies the right to continuity and survival,
In land lies the hope and life of a people. 
        
Orpah:
I have returned because I have seen, 
bitterness and cruelty in a land not my own.
I have longed to return to all I have le$ behind
To embrace loved ones and friends, nowhereelse I can %nd

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUALHATI BAUTISTA
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I have returned to commit to my people
To face challenges, to face—even despair
To face our tomorrows—together
To struggle and defend life and land forever.

17Am I not the father and mother here? You may no even realize it, but I am the mother and 
father here...You may feel angry towards me now but you should be proud that I am ful%lling 
the two roles for you. You may think that what I am doing is wrong but most of what I do for 
you is right. I am not a bad mother and I am not a bad father! !ose bastard fathers of yours, 
you live even without them, right? You are alive... and I am here for you!

18 Paulus, T. (1972). Hope for the $owers. New Jersey: Paulist Press.

19 Julian: You are always out visiting Jules. You are forgetting your other children. You act as if 
you don't  have other children.
Amanda: I go to Jules because I am able to open up to him.
Julian: What is it that you need to open up to him? Do you have any complaints about me? Do 
you have  any complaints about your other children? Just say it. What is your problem? What 
is it that you want?
Amanda: I want to be separated from you.
Julian: My God, Amanda! What has happened to you?
Amanda: Nothing. I've been wanting to tell you this for a long time.
Julian: Come on, Amanda! You don't mean it. When a woman wants to be separated from her 
husband, she does not tell him! She just leaves!
Amanda: When a woman leaves without telling her husband, she does not really want a 
separation! She just wants her husband to ask why, go a$er her, ask her to come home! She just 
wants her husband's attention!
Julian: You did it!...You got my attention!..You even shocked me!...What do you really want? 
Your birthday is coming up soon. Do you want to have a party? Do you want jewelry?... If you 
want to say anything to me, just say it without acting like a petulant child! Son of a bitch!
Amanda: !e problem with you is you think you can buy everything with money. But you 
can't even understand me because all of my life, all I have been is a mother. I'm not even a 
good mother. I know. I can sense your disappointment. What now, Julian? Why don't you 
tell me directly that I don't love my children equally, and that I love my eldest son more, so 
that I can tell you to your face that—that is not true! It is not true! / I just thought my eldest 
son needed me more. But you don't understand. In our life as husband and wife, you always 
need to scrutinize whether what I am doing is right or wrong. Whether I am living up to your 
standards! Whether my actions or words are acceptable to you!
Julian: Wait a second...
Amanda: Wait a second, too! I am done doing that, Julian. You can just stop being proud of 
me! I am so tired of that. What I want to do, for myself, for a change, is be proud of myself! 

20At %rst, her touch made me feel uncomfortable. I discovered that I am not used to the touch 
of other women. Perhaps because there are no women in my life. Perhaps because society 
frowns down on two women holding each other's hands... / I cried over the tenderness of 
Evelyn's voice, her concern... and she felt my pain, and she embraced me, and I cried on her 
shoulder. I was crying and she was crying, we were not speaking but we understood each other. 
We are both women, and we are both mothers.

21 Ra%y: Don't you have any regrets, Lea? [Pertaining to her failed relationship with Ding]

L.G. TAPIA-RAQUEL
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Lei: I did not just have sex with him. I loved him. Just like you. I really loved you, Ra#y. From 
the di#erent parts of my being I will love again, with the di#erent faces of their being. Don't 
look at me that way. I am just being true to myself. I do what is true to me and I embrace 
everything that comes with it. I am not always happy but I am not always sad either.

22 Lea: Raf, are you happy?
Ra%y: Sometimes.
Lea: Can you love me for one more day? We may never see each other again...Can I have one 
more day with you?
Ra%y: What will we do?
Lea: Whatever! We can go to the places we used to visit. Let's eat ricecake, drink Coke! Tell 
each other stories, tell jokes to each other! Share each other's dreams! Come on, Raf...let's be 
crazy for a moment!

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUALHATI BAUTISTA
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Marx’s Ideas About Freedom:

An Exposition and Commentary

Karl James E. Villarmea
Institute of Religious Studies, Silliman University

Long embedded in the history and tradition of democracy, the 
idea of freedom has played a conspicuous role, particularly, in 
modern human history. In the case of the rise of liberal democracy 
in the 20th century, the idea of freedom shaped up nationalist 
discourse and empowered dissident movements in Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America. It has also penetrated in the consciousness and 
inspired liberationist movements in non-western Eastern Europe, 
Soviet Union and China. The student movements that swept the 

freedom. Indeed one could argue with David Harvey that freedom 
is fundamental and a central value of human civilization. 

What is of import and relevant in contemporary public 

appropriation from different sectors of the society, may it be cultural, 
political, economic or even military, as in the case of former US 

that could be asked: What is freedom? Whose freedom? To whose 
end does freedom serve?

This paper attempts to contribute to this discussion, with the 
intent to view the subject matter differently. In this project, I intend 
to offer a Marxian perspective. Although I will largely elucidate and 
comment on Marx’s ideas about freedom, the larger intent of the 
project is to contribute to the discussion and to offer ways in which 
to think and enact freedom for contemporary times. 

INTRODUCTION

T
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Division of Labor

K.J.E. VILLARMEA



206

SILLIMAN JOURNAL               JULY TO DECEMBER 2010 VOL.  51 NO.2

by nature

MARX'S IDEAS ABOUT FREEDOM



207

SILLIMAN JOURNALVOL.  51 NO. 2                JULY TO DECEMBER 2010

THE SPHERE OF HUMAN EXISTENCE: 
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Freedom constitutes the structure of human life
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estranged

64

How does such freedom manifest 
itself in concrete social relations? 
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65  
On the Jewish Question

66

relations between man and man
of man from man

What characterizes such relation? 
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the exercise of human creativity

FREEDOM AND PHILIPPINE DEMOCRACY: 

A BRIEF REFLECTION

deconstruction
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bayanihan 

 

END NOTES

1 !roughout this paper, I use the generic “man” rather than a more inclusive alternative. 
Because this study is devoted to engaging Marx’s ideas, use of the inclusive pronoun would 
misleadingly create an impression that Marx held more gender-sensitive views about women 
than he actually did.

2 Here I follow the argument made by Ding Xueliang on Marx’s theory on man’s full 
development. See his A Survey of Marx’s #eory on Marx’s Full Development, ed. Institute of 

K.J.E. VILLARMEA
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Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong !ought (Beijing: Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, 
1983). In this paper, I utilize his theory in order to suggest that Marx’s critique and study of 
capitalism is due to his primary concern on the estrangement and deprivation of man to fully 
become and realize his potentials—in short, I am employing a more humanist reading of Marx.

3  Giorgio Agamben, Homo Sacer: Sovereign Power and Bare Life. Trans. Daniel Heller-Roazen 
(Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1998), 12. Present-day democracy is, according to 
Agamben, “at the very moment in which it seemed to have %nally triumphed over adversaries 
and reached its greatest heights, proved itself incapable of saving zoe, to whose happiness it had 
dedicated all its e#orts, from unprecedented ruin” (10). Responding thus to what he believes 
as “bloody mysti%cation of the new planetary order,” he writes, “it became clear that one 
cannot…accept as a guarantee any of the notions that the social sciences (from jurisprudence 
to anthropology) thought they had de%ned or presupposed as evident, and that many of these 
notions demanded—in the urgency of catastrophe—to be revised without reserve” (12). By 
examining, and therea$er using Marx’s idea of freedom, I hope to illustrate that modern 
capitalist-democratic notion of freedom actually helps in the ruin of zoe. 

4 Paul Heyer, Nature, Human Nature, and Society: Marx, Darwin, Biology, and the Human 
Sciences (Westport, Connecticut; London, England: Greenwood Press, 1982), 71.

5 In general, Marx’s understanding of man could be classi%ed both as philosophical and 
biological; the philosophic and biological nature, however, are %nely intertwined and fully 
interdependent that is almost impossible to argue one over the other. For a more biologically-
oriented discussion of man, see, for example, Paul Heyer, Nature, Human Nature, and Society: 
Marx, Darwin, Biology, and the Human Sciences (Westport, Connecticut; London, England: 
Greenwood Press, 1982). For a philosophical discussion of man, see, for example, Joseph Bien, 
History, Revolution and Human Nature: Marx’s Philosophical Anthropology (Amsterdam: B.R. 
Gruner Publishing Co., 1984).

6 Here I agree that generally speaking “Marx takes in his analyses man as a natural-biological 
being as a datum and he is not concerned with the process of anthropogenesis leading to 
the formation of homo sapiens as a biological species.” See George Markus, Marxism and 
Anthropology: #e concept of ‘human essence’ in the philosophy of Marx. Trans. E. de Laczay and 
G. Markus (Netherlands: Van Gorcum Assen, 1978), 3.

7 Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 in Robert Tucker, ed., Marx-Engels Reader, 
2nd ed. (New York, NY: W. W. Norton & Company, 1978), 75. !e Reader is used throughout; 
title and page numbers are cited accordingly.

8 Ibid., 114.

9 Heyer, 83.

10 Economic and Philosophic Manuscripst of 1844, 115.

11 Ibid., 75. 

12 Heyer, 77.

13 In Economic and Philosophic Manuscript of 1844, Marx illustrates more clearly how man is in 
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relation to nature. For example, “A being which does not have its nature outside itself is not a 
natural being, and plays no part in the system of nature. A being which has no object outside 
itself is not an objective being. A being which is not itself an object for some third being has 
no being for its objects; i.e., it is not objectively related. Its be-ing is not objective” (116; bold 
italics mine).

14 It is not immediately clear, however at this juncture, if, for Marx, man is at once both part 
and not part of nature as such. 

15 Economic and Philosophic Manuscripst of 1844, 115.

16 See, for example, his #eses on Feuerbach. Man has indeed the capacity to change his 
circumstances; in Marx’s theory, there are varying degrees of capacity of/in man in each 
historical epoch. Under the capitalist system, for example, he does not have the capacity to 
change his relation to the means of production; but certainly, he has the capacity to survive in 
such circumstances.

17 Heyer, 80.

18 Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844, 76.

19 Ibid., 76.

20 Ibid., 75.

21 #e German Ideology, 150.
 
22 As Walliman points out, Marx does not claim that his method and conceptuality is new; 
in fact, Marx acknowledges that as early as Aristotle, such understanding of man (that is in 
relation to animals) is already recognized. See Isidor Walliman, Estragement: Marx’s Conception 
of Human Nature and the Division of Labor (Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1981).

23 Wallliman, 13.

24 Ibid., 16.

25 Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844, 85.

26 #e Grundrisse, 262.

27 For Marx, the chief means of this individuation [Vereinzelung] happens where production 
and exchange (of commodities) takes place. !us he argues: “[Exchange] makes the herd-like 
existence super=uous and dissolves it.” Ibid., 263.

28 Markus, 16.

29 #esis on Feuerbach VI, 145.

30 Markus, 23.
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31 #e German Ideology, 171.

32 Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844, 85.

33 Walliman, for example, argues this same thesis by suggesting that Marx was against the 
utility of theory by Jeremy Bentham; “Against Jeremy Bentham, Marx argues…that general 
human nature cannot be de%ned from the utility theory, since what is useful is historically 
relative and general human nature is in no way relative” (14).

34 In this paper, I adopt the term estrangement rather alienation. For an insightful treatment 
on this topic, see Isidor Wallimann, Estrangement: Marx’s Conception of Human Nature and 
the Division of Labor. Foreword by Gunter W. Remmling (Westport, Connecticut; London, 
England: Greenwood Press, 1983).

35 Walliman, 147. Here he suggests that estrangement is qualitative and not a quantitative 
phenomenon. Man is either estranged or not. !e basis for such a claim should only be based 
on man’s relation to his labor power and the product of his labor. !us he writes: “the only 
society Marx advocated was one free from estrangement—free from any domination of man 
by man” (154).

36 Walliman, 165.

37 Ibid., 149-50.

38 Ibid., 32.

39 Ibid., 31.

40 Ibid., 149.

41 Tucker, xxiv. See also Marx’s Contribution to the Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right. !is 
paper, however, does not proceed to discuss the signi%cance and implication of this di#erence. 
What is raised here is only to suggest the place of the civil society in Marx’s political philosophy, 
especially its relation to his understanding of man.

42 !us it is here that the in=uence of Hegel must be taken into consideration and how Marx 
transforms Hegelian philosophy into a materialist philosophy is signi%cant.

43 Here we could also invoke the in=uence of Aristotle. However, it must be clearly delineated 
that for Marx, man is %rst a species-being—as opposed to a political being (Aristotle)—who 
enters and interacts with other species as a producer of his own subsistence. 

44 #e German Ideology, 163.

45 For further discussion on how Marx elaborates and uses such theoretical framework to 
criticize other thinkers that uses ‘old Hegelian junk’ i.e., M. Proudhon, see Society and Economy 
in History.

46 In the political state, he is a citizen. Man is distinct from citizen; for Marx, man is a member 
of the civil society. For more discussion on this distinction, see On the Jewish Question, 41-44.
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47 Bürgeliche Gesellscha* can also mean “bourgeois society.” See #e German Ideology. In #e 
Grundrisse, Marx de%nes bourgeois society as “the most developed and the most complex 
historic organization of production”

48 #e German Ideology, 163.

49 On the Jewish Question, 34.

50 Marx traces this historical development particularly in later works, i.e., #e Grundrisse, Das 
Capital.

51 Manifesto of the Communist Party, footnote.

52 Such claim (the existence of class), Marx claims, is his own; something that which is new that 
he proves. See his Class Struggle and Mode of Production. 

53 On the Jewish Question, 34.

54 Ibid., 43.

55 See On the Jewish Question.

56 Tucker, xxiv. And as Tucker suggests, the life of man and his condition in the civil society 
becomes the fundamental basis for his theoretical investigation and construction. 

57 !e structure of his discussion of these themes, I suggest, are implicitly dialectical, e.g. in 
anthropology: natural vs. social, and in political philosophy: state vs. civil. But it remains 
to be seen, however, if this is true to his notions of freedom, given the way in which I have 
structured this discussion. Provisionally, however, I suggest that freedom is also dialectical 
in character, that is, it could be expressed in, e.g. universal and particular. !e former is what 
Marx is advocating for.   

58 Kolakowski, 86.

59 Ibid.

60 Ibid. 100.

61 As Marx writes in Alienation and Social Classes: “!e possessing class and the proletarian 

class represent one and the same human self-alienation. But the former feels satis%ed and 
a&rmed in this self-alienation, experiences the alienation as a sign of its own power, and 
possesses in it the appearance of a human existence. !e latter, however, feels destroyed in 
this alienation, seeing in its own impotence and the reality of an inhuman existence” (bold 
emphasis mine) (133).

62 Walliman, 112.

63 Tucker, xxiv.
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64 Here man is understood more in light of the developmental theory of man, that is, in light of 
the historical and material conditions—thus as opposed to the more utopian idea of man (that 
is, there is a “lost” nature of man that needs to be recovered). Man’s natural character while 
it essentially remains, changes and develops as it copes with the changing environment, both 
historically and physically. As such, his potentials and capacities as a species-being not only 
adopts and but also expand and develop in order to survive and support its subsistence. See 
Ding Xueliang’s A Survey of Marx’s #eory on Marx’s Full Development.  

65 !is proposition could also be read in Walliman’s Estrangement: Marx’s Conception of Human 
Nature and the Division of Labor. I employ such structure in order to o#er a kind of dialectical 
discussion over the subject matter—which I believe is a properly Marxian strategy.

66 !e right of private property (its origin and development) is an important and related theme; 
in this paper, however, I will limit my interpretation to the nature of the relation of man in the 
civil society. An exploration of Marx’s view of human rights must be reserved for a later study.

67 On the Jewish Question, 42 (italics mine).

68  Ibid., 42.

69 Ibid., 43.

70 Such e#ectively made them exposed and predisposed to the force and violence of law. !us, 
for Marx, security is the “supreme social concept of civil society” (On the Jewish Question, 43).

71 By its very nature, wage labour, for Marx, dehumanizes man.

72 A judicial force maintains the relation of men. In Marx’s schema, this is a political apparatus 
meant to protect the order of civil society. Such is why, for him, state is an outgrowth of civil 
society—contrary to Hegel. !e political state is only a by-product of the structure of civil 
society; thus, it serves to only protect and promote vested interests within the civil structure.

73 On the Jewish Question, 46.

74 Placed within the trajectory of his theory, this claim clari%es the historic tasks of the 
proletariats to bring about the dialectical consciousness that liberate humanity from inhuman 
living conditions. See also his Alienation and Social Classes.

75 For example, based on Marx’s theory of estrangement or the psychoanalytical and 
philosophical account. 

76 It is for this reason that for Marx, workers are still able to organize themselves despite or 
in spite of the ‘absence’ of freedom under the capitalist society. And they are able to imagine 
or think about, i.e., a di#erent kind of society (and this is, for Marx, the exercise of human 
creativity). 
       !is view, however, because of the limitation of this study, must still be further examined 
and elaborated; there are, at least, two identi%able dimensions in light of this discussion: 
one, how Marx understands consciousness, and two, what and how the notion of freedom is 
understood in the communist state (i.e., is it still a creative expression?)  
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77 A point also convincingly pointed out by Nobel-prize economist Amartya Sen: the more we 
create freedom, the more development is made possible. See Amartya Sen, Development as 
Freedom (New York, NY: Anchor Books, 1999).
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Directed by Brillante Mendoza

Written by Armando Lao
With Coco Martin, Maria Isabel Lopez, and Julio Diaz. 

Swift Productions and Centerstage Production, Philippines. 

2009. 105 minutes.

Joseph Campbell

Myths to Live By

Coco Martin as a corrupted cop drawn into the nightmarish world of Mendoza's 
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