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The biodiversity of the Gigantes and Sicogon Islands and 
associated islets are presented and discussed based on a study 
conducted from December 2009 to May 2010. Pertinent data on the 
biophysical conditions of caves in the Gigantes are also presented. 
Observations on the biology of the Critically Endangered Gigante 
Limestone Frog ( ) and the Endangered 
Gigante Narrow-disked Gecko ( ) such as population 
density, behaviour, and reproductive biology are also presented. 
Threats to the biodiversity of these islands are discussed with 
corresponding recommendations. A preliminary discussion on the 
zoogeography of the two islands is also provided.
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Description of the Study Area

Leucaena 

 A map showing the three islands covered by the study (Gigante Norte, Gigante Sur, 

and Sicogon).
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 View of a typical karst landscape in Gigante Sur. 

 A non-karst forestland on Sicogon Island (viewed from the eastern side).

A.A. BUCOL, E.L. ALCALA, L.T. AVERIA, & L. CORDOVA
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MATERIALS AND METHODS
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RESULTS

Climatic and Biophysical Conditions of the Study Area
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Air temperature readings in caves

Herpetofauna

Platymantis insulatus Gekko 
gigante

Gekko gigante
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Biological observations on the Gigante Endemic Herpetofauna

Gigante Limestone Forest-Frog Platymantis insulatus Brown & 
Alcala (Figure 4)

Platymantis insulatus

 The Gigante endemic frog .

  congregating in a hole (left) during an ENSO Event but left the 

same hole (right) during the onset of .

A.A. BUCOL, E.L. ALCALA, L.T. AVERIA, & L. CORDOVA
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Population density vs. physical conditions

insulatus

Observed congregations

Kaloula 
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Observations on reproductive behavior

Platymantis. 

 
Observed escape response 
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Gigante Narrow-disked Gecko Gekko gigante Brown & Alcala 
(Figure 6)

Gekko 
gigante at 

Avifauna

 The Gigante Narrow-disked Gecko .
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maculatus
Motacilla 

cinerea

Mammals

Macaca fascicularis

 alfredi
Sus cebifrons
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DISCUSSION

Hemidactylus , 
, Rhinella marina Bufo marinus Kaloula 

conjuncta

Gekko ernstkelleri

Laticauda colubrina , 

Laticauda

Laticauda
Plotosus 
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Threats to the biodiversity of the Gigantes and Sicogon

kaingin

Gekko

Gekko 
gecko
Gekko

Gekko Gekko 
gigante

CONCLUSION 

AND RECOMMENDATIONS

A.A. BUCOL, E.L. ALCALA, L.T. AVERIA, & L. CORDOVA
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