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This paper presents the status of forest vegetation in the Gigantes 
and Sicogon islands, in Carles, Iloilo province, off northeastern 
Panay Island, Philippines. Sampling of trees was based on 27 main 
plots (400m2 each) while saplings and undergrowth species were 
sampled within 27 sub-plots (200m2) and 108 smaller sub-plots 
(1m2 each), respectively. A total of 88 species of forest plants 

the 27 sampling plots. Sicogon Island has about 571.2 ha (50.29% 
of the total land area) of relatively intact forest while Gigante Sur 
and Gigante Norte have 283 ha (47.11%) and 92.73 ha (19.25%) 
of karst forest, respectively. The forest cover in the three islands 
has been altered due to farming and charcoal production. The 
impact of such activities may affect the fauna endemic to these 
small islands. Protection of the remaining forests on these islands 
is also recommended.   
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INTRODUCTION

I

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Brief description of the study areas

A.A. BUCOL, E.O MANINGO, L.T. AVERIA, L. CORDOVA, ET AL.
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Data gathering

 A map showing the location of the three islands covered by the study (Gigante Norte, 

Gigante Sur, and Sicogon).

FOREST REMNANTS OF GIGANTES AND SICOGON
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View of a typical karst forest landscape in Gigante Sur. 

 A view of the Sicogon Forest/Tree Park (viewed from the eastern side).

A.A. BUCOL, E.O MANINGO, L.T. AVERIA, L. CORDOVA, ET AL.
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 Deforested side of Sicogon Island (viewed from the southwestern side).

 Illegally cut trees in the timberland of Sicogon Island, Carles, Iloilo.

FOREST REMNANTS OF GIGANTES AND SICOGON
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A.A. BUCOL, E.O MANINGO, L.T. AVERIA, L. CORDOVA, ET AL.
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Table 1. 

Land area and forest coverage in the study sites.

 
Island   Total Land Area*  Total Forest Cover  (%)
  (ha)   (ha)
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(400m2) during the survey (all sites combined).  

 Mean density (ind./ha±S.E.) of forest trees and saplings in the three Islands.                                  

(N=15 in Sicogon; 6 in Gigante Sur; 6 in Gigante Norte).

A.A. BUCOL, E.O MANINGO, L.T. AVERIA, L. CORDOVA, ET AL.
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 . Mean density (ind./m2±S.E.) of undergrowth plants in the three Islands. (N=60 in 

Sicogon; 24 in Gigante Sur; 24 in Gigante Norte).

 Mean tree diameter at breast-height or DBH (cm ± S.E.) in the three Islands                                 

(N=440 in Sicogon; 124 in Gigante Sur; 61 in Gigante Norte).

FOREST REMNANTS OF GIGANTES AND SICOGON
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Aceros waldeni
Rusa alfredi  

Sus cebifrons

CONCLUSION 
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Platymantis insulatus Gekko 
gigante
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