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Human settlements in four purposely chosen sections of Bago 

the utilization of the river were given emphasis. Semi-permanent 
(45.49%) and lightly built houses (27.08%) in riverine communities 
are located in areas almost proximate to the easement. Fishing (81 
or 29.24%) is a critically important occupation or source of income. 
The residents are highly dependent on the river for food, primarily 

bananas, and root crops are cultivated by the local inhabitants 
along the river bank.  

A notably high number of households utilize river water for 
domestic uses (53.07% for laundry; 49.46% for bathing). Almost 
60% of the respondents do not have toilets and dispose their 

banks, and in the river itself while their garbage is dumped in 
open areas. The high (2,200 - >16,000,000 MPN/100 ml) coliform 
readings in all stations can be attributed to use of the river as 
dumping site of human, animal and agricultural wastes. The 
coliform analysis showed that there was fecal contamination of the 
river and that the water is therefore not safe for drinking.  
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