50 Montes

stars, Baldo smelling the fragrance
of papayas in bloom, Badoy
Montiya listening to the midnight
call ofa watchman, Miss Mijares’s
flesh leaping assshe turns to the
man in the cold rain. The aes-
thetic of the ineffable is itself a
hard thing to master and we

or no tradition, in the hopi
that we would come b
these moments of grace. l
this way, writing, for us, i
more an act of faith than’
pass-the- torch relay of tra
dition. |
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TSS. Eliot, “Tradition and the Individual Talent,” in Literary Criticism a
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of Technology, 1995, p. 5.

5 Like Luis Katigbak, I think there is no such thing as a Canon. What we
pluralistic hodge-podge of “best of” selections chosen by textbook writers.
Philippine literature who assemble course outlines from pirated marterials

6 If modern Russian fiction came out of Gogol's overcoat, the modern sh

country came from the light of this story.
T The reprinting of this book by UP Press is a cause for celebration.
8 Gemino H. Abad has done a similar commendable effort to anthologiz

poetry in English. Three volumes have come out: Man of Earth, A Native

A Habit of Shores.

9 Butch Dalisay, Foreword to Dream Noises: A Generation Writes, ed. by’
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FORCED ALTERNATIVE:
MAKING MULTIGRADE SCHOOLS WORK
POR CHILDREN IN NEED IN RURAL AREAS

Betty C. Abregana, Enrique G. Oracion,
and Rolando V. Mascufiana

ABSTRACT

TM: cwse study was conducted in rwo elementary schools of Negros
Oviental to examine the situation of multigrade schools assisted by
W Unicef. In particular, it aims to assess vhe opportunities offered by the
PONprem ws well as identify the challenges associated with the reaching of
Wlgrade classes.

A multigrade school assigns to one teacher rwo or three grade
Bnli ws @ way of meeting the educational needs of schoolchildren in far-
M (ommunities where there are not enough teachers because of budget-
Wy constvaines. Through this mechanism, the government's thrust of “edu-
\ion for all” is operationalized. In Negros Oriental, almost one half
AN of elementary schools are combined or multigrade schools. Even
wmong the combined or multigrade schools, more than half (57%) are
Womplate schools. Yer, without the multigrade schools, basic education
Wonld have remained beyond the reach of a big number of elementary
Wwhoo! age children in the province, especially in vemote barangays.

Among other observations, this case study shows that the proper
wiwinistration of multigrade schools can be a workable alternative to
Jwviding the educational needs of children in the uplands and the coun-
Wyiidde, Teacher training, improved school facilities and equipment, ad-
Winistvarive assistance, LGU support, and commaunity participation con-
Wibute 1o making multigrade schools work for children in need. The
WiMication of innovative teaching strategies enables teachers to be effec-
W In bandling multigrade classes and sustains childven's interest to
Barn, However, the study also shows that theve is a continuing need for
Welwoling our elementary school teachers to provide them skills to respond
W the realities of a school setting in outlying communities.
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Introduction

Consider the following case:

Mary Jane belongs to a family of three girls and five boys, all unma
ried. At 14 years, she attends grades 6 and is the brightest in her class in w ik
her 13 year-old sister also belongs. She has a 19 year old sister who finished onl
grade 3. All the gitls help their mother plant corn and peanut in the fami ¢
owned farm as well as take care of the family’s several heads of chicken, a pig
a calf, and a carabao that is used for plowing the field. 4

Her eldest brother takes care of plowing the field and works closel

with his father in the farm. While her second brother is a work student at 2
polytechnic college taking up a course in elementary education, the third anc
fourth brothers attend adul literacy classes in a nearbv burangay and hope t¢
qualify as grade 6 graduates at the end of the school year. The youngest among
her brothers finished grade 4 and, like the rest of the family, he works in the
farm. i
|

Mary Jane believes that without a grade 6 school in their upland
barangay, she would not finish elementary schooling. Even with the prospect of
finishing first in her class, she doubts if she could continue with higher studies
Her dream is to finish a college education and become a teacher so that she cag
help her family as well as the children in her own upland community to have

the opportunity to finish at least the 1998 Philippine budget. Al
basic education. though they constitute the majors
Ina country where more ity of the Philippine population,

than half of its population live be-
low poverty line, the struggle to
build social capital for poor chil-
dren represents one of the most
pressing challenges. Education is

allotted a measly 30 percent of the
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children between the ages of 7-12
are deprived of their right to a de=
cent education because resources
available are barely able to meet
the requirements of compulsory
basic education. "

O the 628 elementary
i Negros Oriental, 300
) e multlgrade schools. Of
multigrade schools, 130
Jure complete elementary
Shils and 170 (57%) schools
B0 tlassifled as incomplete or
B having all the grade levels
B | 1o 6.
' A multigrade school
WAENS to one teacher two or
Mo grade levels as the edu-
Satlunal system's way of meet-
N the needs of schoolchildren
W far-flung communities
whete there are not enough
suehers because of budgetary
sunstraines, Through this
wechanism, the government’s
Wit of “education for all” is
sperationalized. A complete
mleigrade school is one where
Wl grade levels (1 to 6) are
fupht. An incomplete
multigrade school does not
luwve all the grade levels and has
Wily up to cicher grade 2 or
puile 4 level. Still other schools
:l" i@ combination of
munograde and multigrade
Lowels, that is, one teacher han-
Alew grade 1, another handles
o 2, and another teacher
tukes care of both grades 3 and
i levels. There are few cases
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where one teacher handles
grade 1, another handles grade
levels 2, 3 and 4, and a third
teacher takes care of grade lev-
els 5 and 6.

The primary factor
that influences the decision to
resort to multigrade schools is
the availability of budget item
for additional teachers and fa-
cilities as well as the number
of pupils who enroll per grade
level. In determining which
classes are to be monograde or
multigrade in schools that
adopt a combination of these
strategies, the number of pu-
pils in a given level is the key
factor. Due to a bigger number
of enrollees in lower levels,
grades 1 and 2 are usually
monograde classes.

In effect, multigrade
schools come about because of
budget constraint, lack of
teachers, poor or inadequate
facilities, and low enrolment.
In a number of instances,
multigrade schools are forced
by circumstances such as the
slow process of replacing teach-
ers who have retired or are on
maternity leave or sick leave,
or the lack of public funds to
open a new school in remote
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communities. Among local
education administrators, the
widespread perception is that
“the government is not in a
hurry” to resp(’)nd to the edu-
cational needs of a growing
number of children. To many
of them, ctherefore, a
multigrade school is better
than not having a school at all.
The elementary
schools covered by this case
study are two of the 300
multigrade schools in the prov-
ince. Both are the beneficiaries
of the Multigrade Schools
Project of the United Nations
International Children Fund
(Unicef). The the selection of
these two schools as Unicef
program beneficiaries, from
among the many multigrade
schools in the province, is based
on the following parameters:

® based on estimates and
available community information,
the school population is not ex-
pected to grow within the next five
years and, as such, will not likely
have a monograde class within the
same period of time;

° there are several other
multigrade schools in the district

where the beneficiary school is
cated,
. the local governme

unit (LGU) is willing to put
a counterpart fund to dl

Unicef assistance; and,

. the supervisors of t
district where the schools

long are willing to administ

the project.

The Methodology and Sits
of the Case Study

This case study was co

ducted to examine the perfo
ance of Unicef-assisted multig

schools in the province of Neg _.

Oriental, assess the opportuniti
offered by the program, and o
line challenges associated with t

teaching of multigrade classe:

Four groups of stakeholders serve
as sources of information for

study: the school administrat
(districe supervisor and desig nat
head of the multigrade school),

the teachers in the school, the rep
resentatives of the parents an

community members, and s

ples of pupils from all grade levels.

Two sets of questio

were asked of all che inform

ants: (a) the general questio
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pertain to their views

L the positive and negative

ol multigrade classes

the specific questions

lpok Into their partici-

ahd perception about
implementation of
mdle schools in their re-

Ive communities. Panel
eiviews were conducted
the school officials and
pachers, The parents and
unity members as well as
participated in separate
group discussions. Eng-
wis the language used in
Wi Interviews of school officials
il teachers while the focus
#ionp discussions among par-
and community members
puplls were conducted in
uno in order for them to
pstand the issues at hand
freely express their ideas.
The gathering of data was
simultaneously in different
woms by three faculty re-

t of the Interdisciplinary

h Group (IRG) of Silliman

ity. They were responsible
gathering data from among the
officials, teachers, parents

gommunity members and
of grades 5 and 6. Mean-

, two graduate students also

R A A N S
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conducted the focus group discus-
sion among pupils from grades 1
and 2 and 3 and 4.

Each of the schools
was given one day for the
data gathering. The dates
were scheduled in advance
and the corresponding
schools to be visited were
informed through the coor-
dinator of the multigrade
schools of the provincial di-
vision of DECS of Negros
Oriental. Additional statis-
tical data relevant to the
narrative presentation of
the report were derived
from the district and pro-
vincial division offices of
DECS. Data collection was
done in November 1998.

The multigrade el-
ementaty school studied in
Manjuyod is located in San
Isidro, an upland barangay
which is about 3 kilometers of
rocky road from the poblacion.
On rainy days the road be-
comes slippery and can only be
traversed by a four-wheel drive.
During good weather, habal-
habal (big motorbikes used as
passenget vehicles) are the
common mode of public trans-
portation. As a complete
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multigrade school, this school grade school. The district su
has all the grade levels required  pervisor of Manjuyod oves
of an elementary school in this  sees the general implementa
country. There are three teach-  tion of the multigrade progra :-
ers who each handle two com-  of activicies in this school. |

The discri b»
tion of pupils across grad
The teacher who takes levels and teachers is se¢

bined grade levels (grades 1
and 2, 3 and 4, and 5 and 6).

charge of grade levels 3 and 4 in Table 1.
is designated as the teacher in-

Table 1. Number of pupils per teacher and grade level

In general, mull
charge (TIC) of the elementary  grade classes in Manjuyod a
school. As TIC, he oversees found in 11 out of 25 schools
the day-to-day routine func- In other multigrade schools ii.
tion of the school and re- thedistrict, only one is a regu
ports directly to the head lar teacher and others
teacher. The head teacher in  teacheraides. The latterare re
an adjacent elementary school, munerated from local funds a
concurrently supervises the op- recommended by che 4,_;:‘
eration of San Isidro multi- school board. There are 1§

4
I

et in the diserice fi-
by the local municipal
“Phe other six teacher
We pald out of provin-
wdy, Of the multigrade
I In the districe of
Muyod, elght have combi-
b ¢lasnes /0., two grade
I one class, two have
atade and combination
#4, and one school has
giude levels in one class.

Meanwhile, the
Hgrade elementary school
Willed In Tayasan is in
abllog, o siri0 of Barangay
Pmbulan, about 18
meters from the national
hway. Barangay Tambulan
wlisady has a complete el-
Sientary school. Before this

i

: tgrade school was opened,

Grade Levels | Teacher 1 Teacher 2 Teacher 3 #(lllldrcn in Nabilog stud-
<8 W slther in Tambulan or in

. 15 } * Wumbo in another municipal-

I 24 . where complete elementary
sl high schools are in place.

111 22 | ‘ When the multigrade
i shool in Nabilog was newly

v 11 : fned, a good number of par-

4 continued to send their

M 17 ten to the complete el-
VI 15 ntary schools in adjoining

nys despite the distance

Total 42 33 3 ‘ nts fele chat it was better
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for their children to start and
finish elementary education in
the same school than have them
moved to another school. At
that time, Nabilog was just of-
fering primary education, that
is, grades 1 to 4. But when
Nabilog started getting sup-
port from Unicef and receiving
special attention from the De-
partment of Education, Culture
and Sports in May 1997, nota-
ble improvements were ob-
served which motivated some
parents to transfer their chil-
dren there.

At present, there are
only three female teachers
handling combined classes
of 1 and 2, 3 and 4, and 5
and 6. One teacher is a resi-
dent of Nabilog while the
other two are from Tanjay, a
coastal town of the province
south of Tayasan. One of
them also acts as a teacher-
in-charge. Similar to San
Isidro, the district supervi-
sor of Tayasan oversees the
implementation of
multigrade program of
Nabilog. The principal of
Tayasan Central School con-
currently supervises Nabilog
Elementary School.
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Table 2. Number of pupils per teacher and grade level

Wwachers for an in-
W Pilipino popula-
W hile this lack may be
I part to fewer quali-
gertifled basic edu-
fenchers, the main

I8 the inadequate

pllocation to support
ng of new teachers,

5

Siuetion of new build-
il provision of equip-

it and facilities to ensure
iy elemencary educa-

aeross the country. The

districes of Manjuyod
Tayasan have experi-

# thorefall of teachers
0 retired teachers were

Grade Levels | Teacher 1 Teacher 2 Teacher 3 ‘.

I 38

I 23

III 16

v 22

A% 25

VI 11
Total 61 38 36

Table 2 shows the distri- General Views

bution of pupils across teach-
ers and grade levels.

Nabilog is just one of
the 18 multigrade elemen-
tary schools in Tayasan dis-
trict. Eleven of these
multigrade schools have
combination classes, six
have both monograde and
combination classes, and
one has classes with three
grade levels under one
teacher.

Multigrade Classes

Views of administrators

system, there are

Silliman Journal Vol. 40 No. 2 1999

To the local admin
istrators, multigrade school
came about not of their ow
deliberate or willful choic
but because of circum
stances which pushed them
to take this alternative. Un
der the existing educationa
nof

immediately replaced or
wheh teachers on maternity
BANe Of sick leave were not
ily substituted. These
Walances result in fusion of
MMMses. The cteachers
god to handle combined
lusses tuke the additional
Waponsibility without che
Wittesponding increase in
W In some cases, new
sls are opened as peti-
#d by residents and lo-
wlficials but funds are
Wit wlways adequate to hire
y Weacher for each grade
|, This and fewer stu-
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dents in each grade level of-
ten result in combined
classes. In most cases, how-
ever, merging of grade lev-
els increases the number of
pupils to more than 30 in a
combined class.

The value of having a
multigrade school is in assuring the
rights of children to basic education
despite meager resource allocation.
Under the system, children in distant
barangays can be in school and finish
elementary education in spite of some
constraints. With Unicef assistance, two
multigrade schools receive grants for
the improvement of school buildings
and fadlities. With countetpart from
the LGU and DECS, the schools are
able to acquire books and equipment
and train teachers to make them more
adeptat handling combined gradelev-
els. Moreover, the memorandum of
agreement with Unicefstipulates that
the DECS division of schools must. as-
sure the maintenance of equipment
and fadlities as a counterpart of the lo-
cal government unit through the local
School Board. Another positive out-
come of Unicef assistance is that these
multigrade schools tend to be highly
motivared by the regular visits of
local authorities, school admin-
istrators, and guests.

From the perspec-
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tive of administrators, Views of teachers
however, the level of

quality of teaching and In San Isidro, the ch
learning in multigrade ceachers understand ;
schools is generally low. Itis multigrade approach in teachi
widely perceived thatfew multigrade  to be the handling of more th
teachers are adequately equipped  one grade level per teacher
to handle multilevel classes. has to teach all the subjects if
Among teachers who are trained,  day. The activity usually takes pla
some had no prior experience in  in one classroom setting. Teache
elementary school teaching andare  consider this arrangement adva
immediately assigned to tageous to learners in the low
multigrade schools. Forinstance,  grade levels for they are given :

ina big class of learners posure to content areas design

from combined grdade lev- fora higher grade level at an eal

els, teachers face horrendous  stage. Furthermore, this arrang|

challenges in providing indi- ment provides pupils the opl

vidual attention to pupils. The  tunity to listen to the discussiol

realities of the situation and the  of combined class levels. To faci

magnitude of work expected of  tate the teaching-learning proc

them overwhelm teachers who  in this context while at the sam

have no prior exposure. Com-  time easing their additional bt

pounding this already dismal den, teachers employ techniqu
situation is the fact that despite  and strategies such as abilit]
special funds to some grouping and peer-teaching. Py

multigrade schools, resources pilsare grouped according to

remain insufficient to provide learning ability. Fast learners a
decent facilities and equipment  directly involved or tapped by th
for classrooms, library, science  teachers to help their classma
laboratory, and co-curricular  who are considered slow learner
As identified by th
local school administrators, teachers themselves, the mai
when given a choice, prefer weakness of the multigrade ap
a monograde to a multi- proach involves time manage
grade school. ment. In addition to preparin,

activities. For these reasons,
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ol lesson plans frrboth — when it rains. In a separate
levels, teachers consider  building, the classroom for
g from one class to  G.ades 3 and 4 is a reno-
#h an excra burden on  vated Marcos-type structure
'"l‘t. They strongly agree  and is found to be a much
this sltuation leads them  more pleasant learning en-
problem of divided rime  vironment.

Wiention for their pupils.
Wther weakness they huove  proach in teaching is imple-

The multigrade ap-

in the forced shorc- mented in San Isidro Elemen-

ol contace time withone  tary School mainly because
which happens when the  there are only few children in
tluns level requires addi-  the area who go to school. The
Sl time because of the level  teacher-pupil ratio (1 teacher to
- dilficulty of a particular 45 pupils) for one grade level
Autning tusk. A demotivating  (in a monograde class) is not
i tor ldentified by teachers is  met. Such a small enrollment
It despite the excrawork and — does not justify the provision
L. wdditional rime and effort  of additional teachers and class-
thelr part, they receive ex- rooms. Because of the small
the same salary and allow- “population of the school, the
¢ that public school teach-  head teacher of Sacsac Elemen-
gonerally received.
The classroom for administration of the San Isidro
¢85 and 6 in San Isidro  multigrade school.
lementary School is much The teachers of
wller than the classrooms Nabilog Elementary School
Wt the lower grade levels describe the multigrade ap-
sl tenchers and pupils feel  proach as the handling of two
t this situation is not or more grades by the teacher.
uhducive to learning. Tothem, the advantages of this
ft from the inadequacy approach are the integration or
W |18 size, the room has no  fusion of lessons or subject
Wiling and is very hot at  matter, the use of Multi-Level
n while the roof leaks Materials (MLMs) for the vari-

tary School also handles the
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pervises  Nabilog  With the available learning
Sehool, The teacherof — materials, equipment, and fa-
4 In Nabilog is des-  cilities, they feel they are more
W the toacher-in-chargeof  blessed than the regular
' monograde schools in adjacent
: communities. Besides, their
loarmers school is much nearer to their
homes than the complete el-
4o the schoolchil-  ementary school in the next
% multigrade school is  barangay.
i asslgns a teacher to Pupils consider their
ade levels in one teachers in multigrade classes
m. The children are  to be good at explaining the
10 sny though that lessons, ready with learning
de level in the room  materials, and solicitous in fol-
n one blackboard lowing up the progress of their
. Attording to the chil-  activities and the quality of
the teacher gives their performance. At the same
th to the other while time, they claim to like the
cusses u lesson in one  company of other pupils in the
lovel. room. Those in the lower grade
According to the learn-  level feel they can approach
g In this particular those in the higher grade for
|o school allows them  assistance in their school work
from donations given  while those in the higher level
W sehool such as textbooks,  gain satisfaction in being of
. and chairs. They are help to others. In addition to
¥ 0 read storybooks, use  reading, writing, computing
ury, or refer toa globe.  and other subject require-
y point out that their  ments, learners appreciate be-
s 0 mimeographing ing exposed to singing, danc-
, They say their par- ing, and acting.
ped in the renovation The pupils, however,
¢ school building and  complain about noise and dis-
tlassroom has a toilet.  traction created by those who

ous grade levels, the introduc-  needs despite their concern fi
tion of some educational games  the latter’s learning proces
related to the subject, and the Remedial lessons intended fi
use of the strategy of grouping  the slow learners are rarely p :.
pupils according to their abil-  sible because the time intend
ity level. for this purpose is used in co

Spelled out by teach- tinuing the lesson. Teache
ers as a major disadvantage is  consider the multigrade lear:
the preparation of lesson plans.  ing activities as tiring for the
They feel that this activity leave them no time to rest. Lil
takes so much of their time their grades 5 and 6 counte
when in actual teaching, time  parts in San Isidro, teachers |
is never enough to cover all the Nabilog are unanimous |
details in subject areas like pointing out the size of the
English, Arithmetic, or Science  classrooms as inadequate f¢
in combined classes. multigrade classes. i

Considered as another In Nabilog, th
disadvantage of multigrade multigrade approach in teack
approach is the problem with  ing is implemented because th
contamination in learning as  pupil ratio of 1 teacher to 4
evidenced by the answers to a  pupils, which is a requiremen
test in a particular grade level.  for a monograde class, is n¢
For example, while doing met. The Nabilog Elementar
seatwork, pupils of one level Schoolis located in an area thai
can also listen to the lesson dis- has access to three bi
cussed by the teacher for the monograde schools in the
other level. When test comes, Tambo Elementary School an
some of the answers given are  Tibyawan Elementary School
those of the lesson that the both of Ayungon; and
teacher took up with the other Tambulan Elementary Schoo
grade level. of Tayasan. Many schoolchil

Teachers in the dren go toany of these schools
multigrade set-up express anxi-  Worth noting is that the principa
ety that they cannot individu-  of Tayasan Central School, a trained

ally attend to their pupils’ in multigrade teacher, concu
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are already done with their
seatwork. Pupils point out that
when the teacher is busy with
the other grade level, those tak-
ing tests or doing seatwork can
cheat or copy their seatmate’s
work. Others feel that distrac-
tions caused by other pupils
affect their concentration and
leave them little time to finish
their class activities. There are
others who wish their teachers
can give them as much time as
their more assertive classmates.
The pupils remark that
their school is a multigrade
school because of a lack of
teachers, few classrooms, and
not enough space to build ad-
ditional rooms. Not one of the
pupils mentioned budgetary
constraints on the part of the
government or that enrolment
size is small in their locality.

Views of parents and commu-
nity residents

For parents and com-
munity members, managing
two grade levels in the same
room at the same time is a most
demanding job for a teacher in
a multigrade school. From
their observation, the teacher

begins by arranging the se
in a way that both grade lev
would be given instruction
ternately. Within this arran
ment, the teacher is able to
tend to one grade level wh
the pupils in the other level ;
doing their seatwork. Pare
and community members ¢
serve that this strategy of cla
room management maximi
the time and expertise of t
teacher and often leaves |
exhausted at the end of the d
Parents and comm
nity members are happy
observe that because of the sf
cial setup of multigra
schools, teachers are often ¢
time for flag ceremony and
begin their classes prompt
They pointed out that in ¢
past, the usual practice
teachers of starting classes a
o'clock in the morning a

ending at 3 o'clock in the a
ternoon shortened the time fi

actual classroom instructic

and deprived the children

valuable opportunities to fi

ish their lessons or revie

them. One of the heartenir
developments parents a
community members no

about the multigrade school ii
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I8 that teachers now
ghildren's education
ly, This atticude,

10 parents, likewise
thelr children to give
ntlon to cheir stud-
positive manifesta-
uvlor demonstrated
# and pupils are ac-
pd by parents and
ty members as a di-
¢ of the multigrade

. 'Th the parents, these

gould be aceributed to

of teachers in the
phtation of the
approach.

Parents and commu-
bty especially appre-
various forms of as-

# provided by the

benefits that are not

by other schools in the
nicipalicies. Every pu-
I8 school is provided

tuble and chair and there

for the acquisition
teading materials, for
p of classrooms, and
natruction of comfort
pvery classroom. For
feusons, parents are
for the Unicef assist-
their school in their
communities.
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The parents in
Nabilog have a specific reason
for considering the multigrade
program as being of value to
them. Having a school within
their locality has assured them
of the safety of their children
since learners do not have to
travel a far distance to study.
For them, even if their school
is multigrade, the kind of in-
struction their children receive
is much better than the other
schools in the wupland
barangays. They report that at
a district contest in oral read-
ing, their children could very
well compete with children of
other schools, including the
monograde schools in Tambo
and Tambulan.

Parents and commu-
nity members of the two com-
munities visited differ in their
views regarding the deficien-
cies of multigrade classes.
Those in Nabilog cite the lack
of teachers who can attend
closely to the increasing pupil
population and the lack of
classrooms particularly in
grades 1 and 2 as a major con-
cern. On the other hand, their
counterparts in San Isidro sin-
gle out the behavior of pupils
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as a disadvantage of a multi- Administrators agi
grade school. According to that their education and p
them, pupils who finish their  vious training have not ¢
seatwork ahead of others usu-  ented them to the practice a
ally make noise and discurb the management of combi
ather grade level. San Isidro  classes. They acknowledge ¢

parents and community mem- teachers  assigned

bers believe that having to at- multigrade programs are
tend to two groups at the same  ally left without a choice a
time must demand so much at the outset often hesitate
from the teacher. They arecon-  feel inadequate in accepti
vinced that one could not serve  the responsibility. To enco
two functions at the same time them, local administrat
without affecting one’s effi- challenge the teachers to
ciency and the quality of either  their best despite some
task. straints such as the teache

Nevertheless, to them, lack of experience, more st
having a multigrade school is  dents to handle, and multi
better than having no schoolat  subject assignments. In ¢
all. Besides, a multigrade event that teachers make cor
school is accessible to the chil- ments or observations that 2
dren in the area. The parents somewhat inimical to qual
and community members are  teaching, administrators tel
also aware of the low pupil to show consideration and u
population in their locality as  derstanding of the teache

well as the budgetary con- feelings.

straints as major reasons for not In  most case
being able to put up complete  multigrade teachers are pret
elementary schools. much on their own in handlit

everyday teaching-learnit
Role, Practices, and Experi- concerns and in managif
ences of Administrators classroom affairs. Since loc

administrators practice deleg
Skills and practices in manag-  tion of responsibility in tk
matter of school and comm

ing multigrade schools
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, tenchers have a  to reach a consensus. In a
pliciting the par- number of instances, teachers

Wiieipation in the help one another in designing

{ng activities. In  the instructional materials for

multigrade schools,  classroom use or visual aids to
oiy are one in con-  facilitate pupils’ learning. Each
that the skill chat  oneis open to making the nec-
i In the superior's  essary revisions in the assign-

motlvate teachers to  ment, implementation, and
i aiel assure chem that  assessment of subjects. As a
4 have the school means of achieving the objec-

port, tives of the multigrade pro-
gram, teamwork is rated by

Joamiork with teach- administrators as excellent.

personnel
New skills acquired

head teacher and/

ming principal, to- The implementation
th the districe super-  of multigrade schools develops
0 the effective im- new skills which otherwise
atlon  of  the would not have been honed
school project with  under the monograde system.
tatlon of the com-  Administrators report that
multiple roles played  they have learned the princi-
¢lassroom teacher. ples and concepts for
teachers request as-  multigrade schools from the
for repair or mainte-  Unicef-assisted training. With
school facilities, im-  this exposure, they acquire the
supervisors usually  ability to assess modules devel-
facllitate the granting  oped for specific subject areas
uest, for different grade levels. They
) discussing the strat-  have a better sense of classroom
upproaches that work  structures appropriate to a par-
them, teachers find ticular classroom activity. With
un effective process  the multigrade schools, they
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have come to appreciate vari- ceive the quality of pupil
ous classroom management learning to be above ave
styles and teaching strategies.  age. This is so because lea‘.‘
Administrators rate ers in Unicef—assis'
themselves above average in multigrade schools are ¢
their skill to assess lesson posed to trained teac 1€
plans designed for combined and enjoy the benefits of t
classes (Grades 1 and 2, 3 grant. Students who are
and 4, 5 and 6). Their rat- sertive and achievemen
ing generally shows that at oriented are likely to be
present teachers’ skills in efic most. However, sl
lesson planning and time learners in multigra
management have im- schools cannot be giv
proved. Before the Unicef enough attention and J
training, teachers usually for remedial instruction.ﬂ'
complained about the de- Parents and comm
mands of their work. For nity members are active
instance, lesson plans had involved in school affaif
objectives that did not They regularly atcend me
have the corresponding ings and participate in ¢l
strategies appropriate for school’s activities. Pare
multigrade teaching. are directly involved in
Presently, teachers are renovation of buildings
more confident, more construction of toil'
adept in handling class- through the system of
room activities, and are paid collective labor, loc‘:
able to share their expe- called dagyesw. They
riences with other teach- contribute money and m
ers in the province who terials like bamboo for
handle multigrade levels. construction. _'
Administrators ra

Perception about other their teachers in multigrag
stakeholders schools above average |
their dealings with pare |

Administrators per- and local residents. The ¢
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hetween teachers  often apply or use the skills and
unity members is  techniques learned from the
us open and very seminars attended as well as

from sharing or conferring with
other multigrade teachers in

tlees and Experi-  their school during meetings.
Toachers The teachers mention that they

regularly attend multigrade

poom learning classes in other schools and

observe their colleagues’ tech-
niques in classroom manage-

wehing under the ment . On one occasion, the
upprouch, accord-  school of San Isidro hosted a
Sun lsldro Elemen-  teaching demonstration.

tenchers, needs a lot
unid understanding.  gies learned and applied in
ifflcult to manage  classroom setting are group

Among those strate-

nt classes at the work and group discussion or
One method that  seatwork and discussion. These
Sllmlny asa work-  particular classroom activities
W lesson planning  are usually facilitated or led by
the same topics  pupil leaders or “little teachers”
i for each grade in class. Of course, the teacher

method is called les-  does not entirely relegate the

lon of similar sub-  task to the “little teachers” but

W done to meet the  does a follow-up every now and
Wve In the Weekly then. In this way, the teacher

tenchers have pre-  is able to attend to the other

imtance, if the les-  class. When the teacher shifts

, the lesson plan  or attends to the other class, say

gontent and strate-  from Grade 6 to Grade 5, the
i the topic for the two  pupils in the other level are

. It Is like hitting  given seatwork or educational

with one stone. As  games in support of the lesson
Alitators, teachers for the day.
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pehool board and  spective lessons. When subject
| supervisor and  matters are related, the teach-
Wenpected indue  er’s presentation is made to the
] two group levels to save time.
thet  problem  This is reflected in the Budget
wlves the pupils’  of Work or in planning the les-
lngly u peren-  son for the week. Other teach-
m faced by the ing strategies teachers employ
touchers are very  include instructional materials
pd about class  and educational games, the in-
ubwences, they  volvement of “little teachers”
ninto notify the  to handle the class to which
the lacter's chil-  they belong, and the utilization
{ from class. For  of para-teachers to assist the
sttention of the  teachers in the making of in-
. In some cases, structional materials. Para-
ully make home  teachers are mothers who vol-
ot why their pu-  unteer as unpaid assistants. In
whaont from class.  this kind of learning process,
iidde teachersin  the teachers act as facilitators
Ban Isidro often  of learning with the help of
experiences in  various “ready-to-use” tech-
pupils. Teach-  niques.
two multigrade Both Nabilog and San
utly attend the Isidro teachers also encounter
s that prepare similar problems in the teach-
job and conse-  ing of a multigrade class. Some
pame serategies  of the problems they have iden-
d In managing tified include the making of the
s, Both groups  lesson plan and the production
ol seatwork in  of instructional materials, two
| and a discus-  major tasks requiring plenty of
i the other as a  time. The teachers also men-
¢ the pupils in  tion class management and the
wttend to their re-  poor study habits of pupils as

One activity that usu- enough to do many of t
ally involves mental exercise is  schoolwork assigned to thet
the use of available multi-level  In particular, they consider ¢
materials (MLMs). These preparation of lesson plans :
multi-level materials are learn-  two grade levels as a time-coj
ing devices that encourage self-  suming activity. Likewise, t h
learning among the pupils. In  find the making of self-lears
Science class, pupils learn ing activities like modules ag
through experiments. In other  activity sheets as well as fillig
classes, pupils learn through out school forms as both tin
group work or group discussion  and labor-intensive chores. -
and their ideas or opinions are To cope with the prol
processed afterwards by the lem of time management,
teacher-facilitator. The teacher  teachers integrate the lessol
here supervises, facilitates, and by combining objectives an
monitors each group by taking using the “TTh-MW
note of their progress as well Scheme” weekly plan for tl
as problems. According to the combined grade levels. Th
teachers during the interview, also train “litcle teachers”, U
an effective learning strategy is  pils who are fast learners,
one in which the teacher does  group leaders and moderato
not spend much time giving to assist them in a variety |
lecture but instead allows the classroom activities. Teache
pupils to perform some activi-  train their fast learners to hel
ties through educational games  in “peer-teaching”.
or experiments. Teachers have Although the class
observed that pupils are chal- room for grades 1 and 2 a )
lenged to think better and the one for 3 and 4 are bi
learn more through these enough, another problem rei
methods. erated by the respondents is ch

The teachers consider  size of the classroom for grade
allocation and management of 5 and 6 in San Isidro Elemen
time as a major problem in tary School. The problem ¢
teaching a multigrade class. leaking roofs during rainy se
They feel that time is never son has already been reportee
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additional challenge. Disci-
pline problems are a frequent
cause of distraction in the class-
room. Most often when the
teacher is attending to-the
other class level, some pupils
do not do their seatwork but
rather make noise, play, or
sneak out of the room without
the teacher’s permission.

As in San Isidro, pupil
absences constitute an issue in
Nabilog. During harvest time
and every Friday, the teachers
note poor class attendance.
This is because Friday is zabn
or market day in Nabilog
proper and school children miss
classes to attend the various
activities there. As a result,
teachers are challenged to come
up with strategies that will en-
tice or force students to stay in
this classroom during the
weekly event.

Involvement in community
affairs

Teachers of both San Isidro and
Nabilog rate their involvement in
community affairs as Above Aver-
age, which is to say that they are
involved in some, but not all, com-
munity affairs. According to them,
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i moml and finan-
cun talk to the
fiwely and openly
problems they
part, the superiors
them and encour-
work to achieve
eaching, buc allow
to select from
lenrning scrate-
think will make
more effective. The
that there is always
i between them
s, During the
hly school visic of
the teachers use the
discuss with them the
face in school.

Wltlgrade teachers
it tole allows them
¢ something to
gommunity where
ntly teaching. For
|Iuy encourage par-
children with their
monitor the learn-
of their children as
them to be aware

they are usually the ones who it
tiate the involvement of the con
munity in their school activiti
rather than the community irvol
ing them. The involvement.
teachers of San Isidro mdNa'
in community affairs wvaries a
includes activities such as co]l
ing the entrance fee for .‘
barangay dance during the fies
serving as master of ceremonies.
communicy programs, acting
judge in the local singing or dan
ing contest, decoraring the stag
and sicting as member of
Lupong Tagapagpeeyapas (barz
justice). Occasionally, the teac
take part in fund raising, coore
nating the Non-Formal Educ: ".
(NFE) intended for parents, af
in teaching parents some acti
songs. At leastoncea monch, th
teach parents how to play edud
tional games so that the lat
could participate in teaching the
children at home. 1

Relationship with supeviors

The teachers in ge s taughe in the
feel that the successful implemet und related school
tation of the multigrade project Ib do this, teachers

mainly due to their good workin
relationship with their superion
They point out that their supet

parents to instruc-
terinls needed in class
rage them to make
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instructional macerials at home
using indigenous materials.
Teachers often involve parents
as facilitators in educational
games aimed at improving the
learning of their children.
Underlying the practice of in-
volving parents in the teach-
ing-learning process is the be-
lief of teachers that to educate
the children, they also have to
educate the parents.

For their part, children
are constantly encouraged by
their teachers to be always
present and to come to school
on time. Even more so, they are
always encouraged to do bet-
ter than the learners in the
regular monograde class.

Perception about learners and
other stakebolders

The quality of learning
of pupils under the multigrade
approach is rated Average by
the teachers. When the study
was conducted on November
1998, teachers estimated that
only few pupils in Grade 1 re-
mained unable to read, write,
and count while there was no
longer any non-reader in Grade
2. Having no pupil retained in
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any of the grade level is per-
haps indicative of the quality
of learning in these multigrade
schools. That the Nabilog El-
ementary School ranked third
place in the recent English
Quiz Show in the whole Dis-
trict of Tayasan is also a good
indication. The results of the
National Elementary Aptitude
Test (NEAT) administered last
school year were also encour-
aging to the teachers of both
multigrade schools. It was re-
ported that four of the gradu-
ates of Nabilog Elementary
School are presently doing well
in high school.

A manifestation of im-
provement among pupils in the
multigrade approach is seen in
the learners’ reading ability.
Teachers have observed that
pupils actively participate in
the class discussion, cooperate
with each other during group
work, and relate well with each
other. Likewise, teachers have
noticed that pupils are no
longer shy perhaps because
they are exposed to more chil-
dren from other grade levels.
Furthermore, pupils are able to
make their own educational

troduced by the teacher w water tank).

little supervision and guidal
from the teachers. With |
objects they could manu:
manipulate, pupils learn w
also having fun. As a resi
pupils look forward to pa
patory learning approac
such as the educational ga
and multi-level materials. C
attendance has considera

the implemen-
cletsses
4
guality of man-
shool administra-
il superintend-
B supervisor, dis-
Mvlsors, principal
hor) Is rated by
Above Average.
the Division Su-
I I8 rated Aver-
teachers because
tendent has not
yislted San Isidro
, Teachers rated
4ot on the basis
#h of requests for
nlnars or crain-
il for multigrade
rest of che ad-
8, on the other
tuted Above Av-
ving made per-
{ with teachers
% i their area. On
the rating given
tade approach
I8 Above Aver-
hers justify chis
he basis of their
00 In class. Ac-
them, they are

improved, estimated at 9
per day. The teachers ad
that pupils easily get bo
with lectures or copying n¢
from the board. Under t
condition, the result most
ten is a poor class attendan

The extent of |
volvement of parents a
community members
school affairs is rated Abo
Average. Parents and co
munity members are st
portive of such school affa
as DECS sa Barang:
Christmas program, tg
planting, PTCA meetin
and dagyaw (parents ther
selves participate in clea
ing the school premises
surrounding, and in pe
forming minor school ir
provement such as repair
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still adjusting to the new
setup and experimenting
with new strategies chat will
help them teach a
multigrade class effectively.
They feel that they still have
a lot of things to learn about
handling multigrade school.
The teachers believe that
they could still benefit from
additional training through
seminars ot workshops.

The teachers sug-
gested that para-teachers
(or the parent-volunteers
who help the teachers in
handling class, assisting pu-
pils during seatwork and
other classroom activities)
be given honoraria. The
teachers also suggested that
there should be a complete
revision of the weekly plan.
They stressed that available
books should be maximally
used to suit the Weekly
Plan.

All things considered,
teachers still prefer monograde
teaching over the multigrade
program. This reaction is un-
derstandable since with only
one grade level to attend to,
teachers feel that they would
be able to apply most effec-

construction of “dir

games similar to the ones in-
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tively the various teaching ditional kitchen utensils to |
strategies they have learned as used on these occasions. In tl
teachers of multigrade classes. community of San Isidro, p
Most importantly, teachers be-  ents donate bamboo at
lieve that having a class con- wooden poles for the fence'
sisting of one grade level will the school. -f
allow teachers to give all the According to the p
pupils the attention they truly  ents in Nabilog, they help
deserve. . cleaning the school surroun

ings because they do not wa
Role, Practices, and Experi- their children to miss sof
ences of Parents and Com-  classes when they are pulk
munity Members out to do general cleanif

They also contribute a mini T
Involvement andparticipationin  amount to partly finance ¢
school programs and activities labor cost for the constructt

of toilets. In these projects, t

The parents of San  grant from Unicef funds ¢

Isidro rated the extent of their  cost of materials while t
involvement in school pro- municipal government sh".
grams and activities Average ders the cost of labor.
while Nabilog pasents rated The parents in S
themselves Above Average. Isidro go as far as help'
Both groups of parents de- teachers in preparing learnis
scribe how they formed them- materials for their childre

selves into work groups The mothers report that

(dagyaw) in order to clean the help cut out materials for t

school’s surroundings, plant  show cards to be used in rea
trees, construct the toilet for ingandsolving exercises.T
each classroom, and set up 2  also help put covers on tex
rainwater collector. Members ~ books acquired by the schoc
Parents and comm
.. 5 ; |
prepare food for visitors during  nity members rated Avera
school programs and other their participation in debat

meetings. They also bring ad- and discussion on matters 1€

of both communities often help
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Porexam-  the master of ceremonies for
I gommunities  the occasion.
L the Parents-
Ity Awsocia-  Promotion and appreciation of
sliberations  cultural values, proper health,
where to con-  sanitation and nutrition
ot collector,
, they discussed Parents and commu-
Wi # work group  nity members express satisfac-
0 do the task, tion with the way the school
plbute. promotes cultural values
parents and  among their children. San
ts have also  Isidro parents and community
In the de-  members rated this aspect Ex-
anold anold  cellent while those in Nabilog
0 accommo-  gave a rating of Above Aver-
lovel. They age. They described their re-
the barangay  spective roles in promoting
amount as a  culeural values as supportive of
for the con- the teachers’ endeavors in
A school. To-  school. According to them,
tenchers, the they reinforce the teaching of
Ialdro raised  good values irr school by let-
¥ among other  ting their children practice at
cumserte player  home values such as pagrabod
[nstruction, (respect), right conduct, and
Wooking pots for  other forms of good behavior.
sehool affairs, a  During school programs, par-
. un extension ents willingly participate and
wnning school perform cultural dances for
(ke Christmas their children to see. Accord-
wncement cer- ing to the parents, they also
parents helpin  teach their children these
: the stage, in dances for school presentation.
the speaker and Their role in promot-
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ing proper healch, sanitation, etables, washing hands befa
and nutrition is rated by both  eating or after using the toile
groups of parents as Above parents generally say that th
Average. They all reported that  apply whatever is possible’
they encourage their children home with the cooperation
to eat vegetables for good  their children. They claim cf
health. They also tend a veg- most health practices are fan
etable garden in theiryardand  iar to them. But one pare
raise domestic animals like admitted that she has learn
chicken as a source of meat or, something from her child ¢k
as in the case of parents in she did not know before.

Nabilog, buy them from trad-

ers who come to the barangay.  Perception about learners as
Moreover, according to the par-  other stakebolders

ents in Nabilog, since the

school solicits less financial con- Parents and com
tribution from them now, they  nity members of San Isid
are able to spend more on food  rated the quality of learning
for their children. their children at present

All parents claim that Average while parents
they regularly check if their Nabilog rated the same’
children are neat and clean all ~ Above Average. San Isidro pz
the time by requiring them to  ents and community membe
take daily baths. They keep explained that they could n
their home surroundings clean  give a higher rating becau
by building a garbage pit or even their brightest pupil
recycling waste materials, thus  school is not likely to outg
helping prevent the spread of  pupils of monograde schools
diseases caused by a dirty en-  the district. However, they sa
vironment. that cheir pupils do not fall £

When asked about below the rest in the compet
their reaction when their chil-  tion, so an Average rating:

dren inform them about health  appropriate.

practices learned in school (like Nabilog parents ar
taking a bath daily, eating veg- community members justifie
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the Improve-  are said to be trying their best
behavior of o perform well and live up to
Por example, a  their teachers’ expectation. It
that when his  is widely perceived that pupils
Ul studying in  do not want to fail and be re-
shtary School,  tained in the same grade level
motivated to  while their friends already
1o school. Ac- move to the next level. Aside
W, It was his own  from the improvement in the
touested to be  study behavior of their chil-
‘Nubilog. Par- dren, San Isidro parents have
thelr children  also noted that their children
y und do their  are more obedient, respectful,
vlor not com-  and disciplined than before.

b According to The Above Average
d Bun Ialdro par-  rating given by Nabilog par-
pon prefer to  ents to the quality of teaching
watch television  is consistent with their rating
howsework. To  of the quality of learning of
 the improved  their children. San Isidro par-
ing among their  ents gave an Above Average

e parents of rating for the quality of teach-

| out that the ing but Average for the qual-
O puplls currently ity of learning of their children.
stm beteer inthe  Worth noting is that while the
mination than two groups of parents gave the
praduaced last  same high rating for the qual-
ity of teaching, they were not

0 Ialdro parents also  similarly inclined to give the

that mature-age same rating to the area of
to school. They  teachers’ involvement in the
anindication of  community. San Isidro parents

own strong moti-  and community members gave

in school right  a rating of Average while their

Ing to the parents, Nabilog counterparts gave an
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Above Average rating.

The Above Average
rating given by parents to the
quality of teaching in their re-
spective schools is justified by
their perception that the
multigrade teachers are all ac-
tive and committed to their
tasks. Parents have observed
that teachers come to school
regularly and make an effort to
follow up the learning activi-
ties of their children. This
change in teachers’ perform-
ance maybe attributed in part
to the close monitoring of
school officials and the special
attention that they give on the
program. Parents in Nabilog
continue to observe that the
teachers do extra work at night
to prepare their classrooms for
instructional activities the fol-
lowing day. As two of the three
teachers assigned in Nabilog
come from Tanjay, they use
their classrooms as their living
quarters and go home only in
the lowland during weekends.

Generally, the parents
and community members of
both communities attest to the
good relationship the teachers
maintain with them. They re-
ciprocate this gesture by in-
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tlon In discrict
ning activicies.
parents to take
y and supervise
s lowsons and as-
¥ involving par-
mpect of che
Ining process,
pcknowledge
i tole parents
holders of che

volving themselves in the
ous activities of the schog
According to them, before 1
Unicef-assisted multigra
program was formally int
duced in their communiti
the teachers did not shg
much willingness to get |
volved in community affa
nor in getting the parents
participate in the activities
the school. |

At present, howey
there is an open line of co
munication between the tea
ers and community membe
Parents claim that the tea
ers are willing to talk to th
about the academic probles
of their children and do thig
in school with them in
friendly manner. For examp
the school in San Isidro allo
the community to initi
barangay projects on i
premises, something unhe
of in the past when enmi
marred the relationship b
tween the school and ¢t
barangay captain. According
parents, the present group
teachers do not just abs
themselves from class withal
advising parents in aclvan‘u
The usual reason for their 4l

Wl quality of
fom  of the

nes and com-
were asked to
idlity of school

This included
of the conduct
Il school officials,
ol consulcation
), and the pro-
#te made for
, the parents
ity members of
Jave a rating of
0 10 all these pa-
ool manage-
tonvinced that
hing and the
of pupils are
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enough evidence to support the
rating given. In their view, the
visible improvement in the
study habits of their children
and their positive attitude to-
wards education more than
imply that the management of
the school is effective.

As to the implementa-
tion of multigrade education in
their community, the parents and
community members of San Isidro
gave a rating of Excellent while
Nabilog gave a rating of Above
Average. Parents say that the
Unicefassistance in their school has
benefited them and their children
in various ways. It made possible,
among others, a collection of new
books in their small library; learn-
ing devices and office materials,
and a refurbished building with a
toilet in each classroom. Thus, it is
possible to speculate that the ex-
cellent rating given in San Isidro is
a reflection of the parents’ sense of
gratitude for the physical improve-
ment of their school.

On the other hand,
parents and community mem-
bers in Nabilog made special
mention of the improvements
in the teachers’ teaching meth-
ods, including the quality of
the visual materials they pro-
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duce for classroom instruction,
and the personal touch teach-
ers put into teaching their chil-
dren. Parents and community
members of Nabilog also feel
proud of the new features of
their school which they ¢laim
to be missing in other elemen-
tary schools in surrounding
communities.

Nevertheless, despite
these developments, the parents
and community members of both
communities continue to wish
for more than what their
schools have at present. Com-
mon wishes are the provision
of additional classrooms and
teachers to cope with the in-
creasing pupil population and
the construction of a concrete
fence around the school cam-
pus to ensure the safety of their
children and school property.

Compared to San
Isidro parents, however,
Nabilog parents and commu-
nity members, have other
things to ask. They suggested
that the school should provide
a facility for drinking water, a
janitor to clean the campus in
order to spare their children
from being asked to sweep the
yard or mop the floor, and a
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Home Economics building
Although both c¢
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the results of the multig;
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will come when the pt
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nities will increase and ¢
will make multigrade tea
ing impractical. [n antici
tion of this developme
they suggested that ¢
teacher should be ass
to each grade level. T i
way the teacher could g £l
vide more attention to € in both San
child in the classroom Mo Blementary
monograde classes are t¢ Appreciation
implemented in thi ity to accend
schools, three additio L Ipective com-
teachers and classrooms from being

ne that al-
prefer a
ol, the kind
#t follow the
proach. This
§ parents in
Itles asvociace
fuction wich
of multigrade
ht about by
sdlstance in
§ and school
which are not
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Loarners

W teaching-

have to be allocated in e 1, count and
school. teported that

It is noteworthy the games,
mention that the pare § Introduced
and community memb , According to

are very much in favor of}
way multigrade teaching
presently done by teache

: sncouraged by
wotk on their
home and to
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raise questions in class. In the
classroom, they have to be pre-
pared to answer questions and
to take examinations. When
they fail to answer the questions
asked by their teacher, San Isidro
pupils said they are asked to stand
in front of the class. When asked
what they think about stand-
ing in front of the class, learn-
ers viewed this practice as a
way of encouraging them to try
harder in their studies.

Pupils reported that
they are active participants in
the process of learning. They
are asked to report on assigned
topics, act as tutor to some slow
learners, monitor class attend-
ance, and check on the per-
formance of their classmates
during seatwork. Learners be-
lieved that cleaning around and
within the school premises is
part of the learning process.

Impact on thinking-behaving
dimensions

Learners observed that
their multigrade teachers en-
gage them in varied teaching
strategies like drawing, drama-
tization, and oral reporting. In
science, they conduct experi-
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ments and are taught to see
interrelationships between ani-
mals and plants. They prefer
teaching activities that allow
them to be actively involved in
the process of learning.

According to the learn-
ers, they are discouraged from
rote memorization and are en-
couraged to attend to their as-
signments, be good stewards of
school or home properties, and
to pray for God’s help as well
as in thanksgiving. Pupils
claimed that they are able to
learn about values and apply
these values in their day-to-day
interaction with family mem-
bers and schoolmates. Being in
school makes them feel opti-
mistic that their ambition in
life can be realized.

To the Grades 1 and
2 pupils, the multigrade
schools allow them to ac-
quire skills in reading and
writing. Pupils in the lower
level think that being com-
bined with a higher level
grade enables them to have
a preview of the lessons to
be taken up when they ad-
vance to the next grade.

When asked some ex-
amples of knowledge applica-

tions in real-life situations, n by teach-
. . i

pils mentioned a number and visitors

practical activities such that they are

cleaning their surrounding
prevent diseases, asexual
production (marcotting)
plants, sewing torn clotk
reading the label of me
cines, displaying good m:
ners and proper condu
obeying parents and helpi
in household chores, stu
ing hard, and performi
good deeds for the bent

1, frequent
metion with
litles boost
pddiclon, fast
belng asked
mates is a
§ eapabilities
# better sense

schools are
ment a co-

of others. peratic ap-

; g When

Improvement of self-esteen tlence diffi-

: , others in

According to the | 0 help out.

pils, learner-centered teach ents, oral

strategies develop among th ¢ pupil-ori-

confidence in their ability Mtegies are

learn while peer learning fa peration and

tated by their teachers est hong or be-
lishes closer relationsh
among classmates. Having

new or improved school b de learning

ing with new tables and ch
as well as reading mater!
gave pupils a sense of pride
their school. Having schi
administrators and guests |
quently visiting them m;
pupils and teachers feel g

8 In San Isidro
tencling, writ-
shellls to be be-
Above Average.

on the other
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skills as Average. San Isidro learn-
ers compare themselves with learn-
ers in an adjacent barangay who
attend a school perceived to have
less facilities and equipment than
their own multigrade school.
Nabilog pupils compare them-
selves with learners in bigger and
better equipped schools in adjacent
municipalities.

Pupils report that they
have acquired healthful habits
from lessons learned in school.
Most habits mentioned have
something to do with cleanliness
which includes personal deanliness
such as taking daily baths, brush-
ing teeth regularly, cutting nails,
cleaning nose and ears, changing
clothes everyday, combing or
grooming the hair, wearing clean
clothes, washing hands before and
after eating as well as after using
the toilet. Others include habits of
wahsing dishes, cleaning the yard,
and cleaning the toilet. Some pu-
pils also mention developing the
habit of eating a balanced diet with
fruits and vegetables and planting
vegetables in the home garden.

Perception of other stakeholders

San Isidro pupils rate the

they are important. Bei

) tted their basic  quality of teaching of their men-
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tors as definitely between Above  multigrade schools, multigs
Average and Excellent. Pupils in  schools embody the concept
Nabilog generally rate their teach-  Education for All (E
ers Above Average. What ac-  adopted by the Departmen
counts for this difference in rating  Education, Culture and Sp
seems to be that San Isidro learn-  Without the muleige
ers compare themselves with a  schools, a big number of |
school ina nearby upland barangay ~ elementary school children,
that is less-equipped than theirs  pecially in far-flung barang
and has teachers who are not as  would have been deprive
effective as their own. They con-  basic education. Yet, e
sider themselves as having teach- among the combined
ers who are more skilled and school ~ multigrade schools, more ¢
facilities that are much better than ~ half (57%) are incomp.
what others in an adjoining com-  schools. ':
munity have. Nabilog pupils for ‘
their part compare themselves 2.  The examples of ¢
with those from bigger schoolsin  Isidro and Nabilog scho
the adjacent municipalities and ~ show that proper administ
thus tend to downplay the ben-  tion of multigrade schools
efits gained from theirownschool. ~ be a workable alternative

On teachers’involvement  providing the educatio:
in the community, both groups of  needs of children in the upla;
learners rated their teachers be- and the countryside. Teac
tween Above Average to Excellent.  training, improved school
Pupils in both schools appreciate ~ cilities and equipment, adm
seeing their teachers actively in-  istrative assistance, LGU s
volve themselves in the affairs of  port, and community part
the community. pation contribute to mak

multigrade schools work |

Insights and Lessons Learned  children in need.

1. Ina province where al- 3. The application of ini
most one half (48%) of elemen-  vative teaching strategies el

tary schools are combined or  ples teachers to be effective
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¢ classes  work at home.

‘s Interest

,there is 6.  Human relations play a
for re-tool-  major role in teachers’ level of
weaty school  motivation. The regular presence
them skills  of supervisors as well as visits of
ponlities of o observers and other personalities
tlylng com-  promote among teachers industry

as well as pride, and among pupils
a positive attitude towards learn-

Approaches  ing.

in the

b under study 7. Since parents usually serve

W active  as volunteer workers when super-
fg proc-  visors and guests visit the school,
to such  they are able to interact with the

temasense  teachers and develop good work-
y und al-  ing relations with them. Such oc-
sl involved  casions bring not only parents and

. Asan out-  teachers together but also foster

wnsbil-  good relations among parents by
wex-  bringing them closer together.

thssroom.

8. Being residents of commu-

1

the lessons  nities with Unicef-assisted schools
to one's  gives parents a sense of pride and
nts tobe  motivates them to work harder to
Ing proc-  live up to the expectations of the
whder study,  donor agency.

teachers.

Winvari- 9. When asked to choose
Wing suchas  between monograde and
watlonal ma-  multigrade schools, all sample
Il games, and  groups favor monograde
wen's school-  classes. However, learners, par-
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