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Introduction

Ume of the inherent processes of populating the upland areas

“he Philippines today is the continuing upward migration of
nders looking for farmland. Considering the limited capa-
of the highlanders to absorb additional people due to its
topographic and land characteristics, the process can
= bring economic tragedy to all people who attempt to make
mng in this zone.

U the basis of the type of highland settlers in the 1920s, two
of communities can in turn be recognized in the Negros
ezl highlands. One such community is largely of the Mala-
“ype. This comprised the lowland- Christians who by necessity
forced to leave the crowded lowlands in search for land to
te. In the 1920s, they composed the pioneer population in
Bighland communities.

Some of these migrants, however, have small parcels of land
plains which are too small for their families. Nonetheless,
‘ots were planted to permanent crops like coconut and ba-
=0 they did not need constant cultivation by the owner.
gave them the time to migrate without necessarily neglect-
Sheir lowland farms.

’

e other type of communities comprises those whose (past
sresent) members are indigenous native upland populations
e Bukidnons or the Negritos. They are forced to stay in
present upland communities since they have no more forest
"o retreat at the time when they were crowded out by the mi-
e lowland population.
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In these highland communities, small clusters of Negrito e
villages exist virtually in the midst of a large number of lowland :
migrant Cebuano farmers. Oce

R pe of

This study investigates the patterns of resource use ProcEmmmities

ecess among social aggregates in two upland communities o s by
Negrog Oriental. It will explore the usual practices and behavio® “&e By

by which ethnic groups allocate to, and between themselves thieek of -
resources available in these areas. In the process, implicatio Fro
. s ) §

toward upland development will be delineated. 5
like

The community typified by the upland migrants is repr: e =
sented by the farm villages around the Lake Balinsasayao aref. . 2

The place is around 20-25 kilometers northwest of Dumague

City whose center has the following coordinates: 123°10° ea In t
longitude and 9°21° north longitude. It has an elevation betweg l’;“w
ow

600 to 1,500 meters above sea level. At present. only around 20
; ‘ . ; . & the
to 309% of its forest cover can be considered as primary fore Sation

nd the rest, secondary.
an e re c 3: =
: ; ; ides
The other highland community type is represented by Wewease ;
indigenous native Negrito population found in Barangay Cankssestios

guhub, Mabinay, Negros Oriental. This is around 70 kilometéds for 1a
north of Dumaguete City. Its center has the following coorf

nates: 122070’ east longitude and 9°39" north latitude. It is & Tl:us,
proximately 300 to 500 meters above sea level. Unlike the La 2K
Balinsasayao area, Cangguhub has virtually no forest cover. | o e

primary forests were cut down long time ago and they are ok
replaced with, shrubby vegetation that can be, cleared by { Eake E
use of garden trowel. and dw
! mpland

=plands

Ethnic Groups In Two Communities e U

They c:

The Lake Balinsasayao and Cangguhub areas differ in t.w dis
composition of population groups that inhabit and utilize %2l locat
resources in the localities. the d
the I_,-ak(
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Zake Balinsaseyao Area

“wecupants of the Lake Balinsasayao area are of Malayan
of population who were migrants from the lowland com-
2= They occupied the site as early as the 1920s. Oral re-
oy the oldest occupants indicated no other ethnic groups
Bakidnon or Negrito) found in this site during the initial
¢ of the lowland migrants to the area.

From the 1920s on. lowland migrants continued to occupy
wies. They came from the neighboring lowland municipali-
§ "ke San Jose, Sibulan and Valencia (see Map 1). Movement
area continued to intensify in the 1930s but declined dur-
P e war years (Second World War), for obvious reasons.

“n the 19508, when the war was over, migration upsurge
place again. This continuved to rise in the 60s and in the
However, it sharply declined in the 1980s (see Figure 1).
the controls imposed on new clearings in the highlands,
wion to the upland for permanent settlement has stabilized.
wpeurge of migrants had been noted since most of the upland
ideal for cultivation had already been taken. In 1987, an
= in forest clearings was noted but these forest clearing
“iies were caused by absentee occupants who seek opportuni-
“or land expansion only.

Thms, for distinetion, the Lake Balinsasayao occupants can
% aptly called upland dwellers. They constitute one social
wwate controlling and utilizing the upland resources of Lake
Easavao.

“ake Balinsasayao. however, is not a closed community. The

3 vd dwellers freely move between their lowland habitat® to
wniand zone to utilize some of the agricultural products in
woiands. The lowland dwellers then constitute another soecial
wate in the uplands.

|

T %ey cannot be distinguished as ethnic groups, but rather

z distinet social aggrupations inhabiting two different
fecations and utilizing the same resources in the upland.

. the distinction of upland and lowland dwellers is practical
Izke Balinsasayzo condition.

Jax

.
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Trend of In-Migration Flow To Lake Balins.asa_vao Area
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Cangguhub Area

Unlike the Lake Balinsasayao area, Cangguhub provides a
ial setting where two distinet ethnic groups occupy the same
unity, These are the Negritos and the Cebuanos.

The Negritos are the earliest occupants of the area, whose
itional technology included hunting, collecting and fishing.
are known to be one of the aborigines of the country who
occupied the lowland portions of most parts of the country
ing the early times. When Negros Island was first reached
the Spaniards, the short dark skinned and kinky haired people
found living close to the mouths of the rivers along the
. The Negritos of Cangguhub descended from this group
tried to maintain their foraging technology whenever op-
ities allowed them to do so.

The Negritos in Cangguhub are the last stock of the first
nts of Negros Oriental. They have occupied an area which
Ily should have been controlled by them if they did not
ally lose their ethnic identity caused by intermarriage and
al assimilation with another ethnic group, the Cebuanos.

The Cebuanos descended from the Malayan stock inhabiting
eoastal towns of Negros Oriental and the southwestern coast-
s of the island of Cebu. The present group came to Cang-
as settlers who had been displaced from their own local-
by the extreme demographic pressure on land resources. As
move closer to the Negrito communities, they continue to
tain their technical skills in farming and lifestyle.

Physically, the two groups can easily be distinguished | in
sommunity. Culturally, fhere are tremendous overlaps of their
items and traits caused by intensive cultural borrowing.

)

Social Relations and Economic Transactions

Sthnicity has been largely defined on the basis of language
sociocultural differences. Over the years,-as a result of ge-
crossings through intermarriage and cultural borrowing,
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these criteria for ethnic group differentiation have proven them idus
selves to be already irrelevant. Individuals who used to be differ s oWl
entiated as among from a distinet group now speak the languagésferent

and follow the lifestyle of another. In short, these groups n socia
longer distinguish themselves as peculiar social units in thei

own communities. They represent a continuum of social unit . One

who share the same traits and characteristics. n Jog:s

Balj

Similar phenomenon seems to prevail between individua banea
coming from the same ethnic groups but occupying different ece

zones. Under this condition, the individuals coming from thes On {1

ecozones may differ in some few specific technologies but shafs&s Whi

common sociocultural practices. = farm

D with

Hence, they form social aggregates or groups. As soci#semtia] s

aggregates or groups, they do not exist in a social vacuum. Thieseedure
. . . . . . ’
represent a continuous social unit undergoing various soc

re
processes. i
‘ 7 . . farm p
These processes take various forms: complementarity; coz e
petition; accommodation and subordination. The concern of e IS pref
of these processes is to provide, under a protractive basis, o
f each group to service. A
chances of each group ‘it
RDer

Complementarity

When two or more groups are in contact, chances are ti First. t
they may possess different technical skills and differentiaf=ling f;
access to resources. Each group desires for a maximum option analys

the use of resources and enjoyment as well as other opport Second
ties available. This can be achieved in a number of ways. Ofg o d’
common social process taking place among the uplanders and .
lowlanders in the Lake Balinsasayao area and the Negritos a8 Third, t
the Cebuanos in Cangguhub is through complementarity. ities s

Complementarity is a social process whereby conditions, =
sources and opportunities of different levels are made availaf Om the |
to individuals coming from different groups. The philosophy smenta;
that resources, goods or technology that are not available to mt. In
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a

widual can be made accessible to him from other groups via
= own resources. This is posgible since individuals may have
erent demands for resources that are in the hands of differ-
social units. -

One such demand for example is a bance (canoe) dug-out
logs usually provided by uplanders to the lowlanders. The
Balinsasayao farmers have the technology in making dug-

Sanco and they have access to a preferred tree species.

On the other hand, cash is a very scarce resource in the up-
While it is true that cash can be obtained from sale of their
farm produets, this type of conversgion is not always looked
with favor. They need to have a constant supply of very
ntial staple food for their household. In the complementarity
wedure, such contractor tries to get a better deal in terms of
t returns. DBance construction skill is quite rare. Hence,
seturn from this job is generally higher than that of the sale
rm products. Given the option for obtaining cash, the for-
= preferred. The lowlanders who have the cash and the need
| “he banca would generally ask the uplanders to make it for
for various reasons. While it is true that the lowlanders
%e able to construct their banca in the forest by themselves,
sher of constraints would favor hiring as the more advan-

First, the lowlanders will spend more man-hour efforts in
“ing from their residence to the site of construction. In the
analysis, the banca may cost higher.

=cond, they are exposing themselves to more forest risks
Sazards in an unfamiliar forest environment. ;

hird, they may run the risk of being exposed to the legal
ities since the lowlanders are intruding into a forest zone
the uplanders have the control.

‘= the other hand, among the Negritos and the Cebuanos,
smentarity largely happens within the realm of farm man-
=t In Cangguhub, the Negritos and the Cebuanos occupy
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the same land terrain. It is rolling characterized by small valleys Swbord;
with good soils and rolling hillsides largely covered with lime
gtone rocks. In the catchment or valley areas, soils are excellent Sul
which can be plowed. On the rolling hillsides, plowing is ‘an im oth,
possible medium for cultivation. Hence, human labor is imperative =rio
ce th
Under this context, complementarity has been pursued byiensh
the Negritos and the Cebuanos. The Cebuanos have an edge ove |
the Negritos in that the former have succeeded in keeping thei Unc
own draft animal. The Negritos until now do not own any wor the_“
animals. As a consequence, the Cebuanos have their work ani -
mals in addition to human labor which is not true among the Ne ¥)-
gritos. g
Dur;

The Negritos claim that farms prepared by plowing alwaylieine -
produce better than those prepared by human labor alone. Henc :
they always prefer to have their fields in catchment or valley fing

plowed. The Cebuanos provide plowing services for some Neg t

to plots in exchange for Negrito labor in cultivating their hillsic

farms which are hard to plow. . The
you

Since the Cebuanos have plots that cannot be plowed, the™ =i m
ask the Negritos to do the cultivation of these particular plot= help

In time of farm preparation, the Cebuano household labor supp mont]
is usually insufficient, hence the need for the Negritos’ help. Simil;
. ) o i s is on

The complementing process in the provision of goods a -

services has a number of adaptive functions to the transactime..

social aggregates. The process allows the Balinsasayao uplande : ::::2
to obtain cash without selling their subsistence crops. On tRens gl
other hand, the lowlanders get the goods they need at a loWl.s dnri;
actual price with no risks. The Io

For the Negritos, the system allows them to produce higl “e fre
yield by tapping the Cebuanos’ plowing services. On the oth™ t‘fne’
hand, the Cebuanos noted that cultivating their farms that cans m tl
be plowed becomes less difficult with the Negritos labor. T8 Sinee |
benefits received are equal. At the same time, the sociocult Cebuan
and ecological fitness of both population groups improve. ag the |
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mation

Subordination is a process by which a particular group serves
iher with a lesser return. In short, there is g subordinate-
feor relationship. Normally, the arrangement is voluntary
there is a pressing need for both ends to establish the re-
dhip.

Under this setup. two types of resources are involved. One
resource base of the potential subordinate (labor) and the
i= that emanating from the potential superior (job oppor-
7). This is usually represented by single men and women
‘g as household help.

During the months of food scarcity (usually taking place
r summer or from February to May), upland households
=wlly try to improve its food supply level by sending away
“ne age individuals to work in the lowlands. The latter con-
to the household coffers regularly, through remittances.

e uplanders from the Lake Balinsasayao area seasonally
goung girls in the labor force to the lowland, like in the
municipalities of Sibulan and San Jose, to serve as house-
%elp of the lowlanders. The lowlanders generally determine
snthly rate of the workers depending on their capability.

S milar process is happening among the Negritos. However,
. = only true among the working age females. The females
. developed an aggressive attitude toward working outside
communities as household help “for the Cebuanos. The
generally work for wage labor in the farms of their neigh-
Cebuano households .only. This practice generally inten-
during the months of food scarcity. .

~%e lowlanders and the Cebuanos in these two communities
free board and lodging for the workers. During the har-
“me, the workers go back to the upland communities and
in the harvesting of their respective household’s farm.

~~mce these people have already established their link with
somanog and the lowlanders, looking for possible employers
the next cycle of famine is not much of a problem. Hence,
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this process becomes a cycle. This arrangement however, is now
producing some problems for the employer as we will see late
in this paper. '

b ]

mone
The system has a significant impact when it comes to ad

justment. Through the process of subordination. the uplande Cost «

and the Negritos are able to reduce the demographic pressure o 4 num

their respective household’s food supply temporarily. During les ned by
months, they obtain additional income to supplement the limite
food resources in the households. However, since the dema
for this job opportunity is greater on the side of the potenti
subordinates, they do not have any say on the wage rate whie
is controlled by the potential superior. In its totality, the arrang
ment seems to bring more benefits to the superior rather the
to the subordinates.

However, the practice of working tfor a limited time durir
the famipe months and going back home during harvests h
created much difficulty to the employer in terms of continuo
service from the household help. This, in fact, has now redu
the opportunities of the uplanders and the Negritos in obtainir
the jobs during summer since the employers have already lear
their lessons during the previous years.

Competition

Competition is a social process which eventually brings cc
plete exclusion of the unsuccessful competitor from the scene.
a perfectly competitive system, this may happen. Otherwise,
may only involve the restructuring of resource control so
a new population group may control one resource catezory wh
another on the other category. In the real social world, cons
process of reshuffling social roles takes place due to social c
petition. Others are replaced while new formg of arrange
may emerge.

In the Lake Balinsasayao and the Cangguhub areas, com
tition seems to be taking place in the control of the land.
it is true that both areas are considered to be forest reserves,
a good number of people are trying their luck to own the
to a piece of land in these areas.
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mally, the mortgaged amount will be counted as part of the paydeccomn
ment for the land. This arrangement usually happens when th

land owner is expecting a big expense in the future. For instanc Acc
marriage of a son may lead to this arrangement. Howéver, thallow e:
owner expects that after marriage the son may be able to raiferoups.
the money and can take back the land at a designated period. “seconyce

; alved, "

The other is a mortgage system with a clause for an abst . o
lute sale. Under this system, the mortgagor promises to pay t&

mortgagee back the amount on a designated period and in ca e

|

the owner fails to pay on schedule, the property is automatica
considered as sold. This happens during extreme cases when
owner is badly in need of cash. For instance, a Negrito farm
was forced to go into this arrangement when his son was accus
of murder and he needed the money to hire a lawyer.

The competition for land ownership is basically taking pls
under certain circumstances when the land owner is under €
treme financial difficulty. Fitness here is basically gauged
the ability of a person-to produce the desired amount of mor
at the right time. There is no coercion involved between the i
rested person and the potential land vendor. The victor has o S—
to wait patiently until the right time comes. In fact, the perse.
who has the money during this particular crisis will have

the chances to get the land at a price and arrangement m o:
favorable to him. :
Since there is an apparent degree of mutual respect betw :
the uplanders and the lowlanders on the first hand, and betw E
the Negritos and the Cebuanos on the other, reeent incidents of
orchestrated coercion on the part of the land speculators to ft
the farmers to sell their property, rarely happen.
Betwe
During the early times, the Cebuanos used to threaten £=ne
Negritos to force the latter to sell their land to the former cr

present, with all the land already occupied, the Negritos can
longer be threatened. They now seek legal protection from
constituted authorities. Hence, competition has to be carrie
a most socially acceptable manner.
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odation

Aecommodation is a friendly attempt between groups to
each other to have access to the resources of the respective
=. Such mutual access can take the form of exchange where
rees of different nature. qualities and quantities are in-
"ed The exchange process could take various forms like gener
sharing, balanced reprocity and trading.

Accommodation tends to intensify between groups whose
penship is further reinforced by other forms of social ties
as friendship, affinity through ceremonies and other legit-
‘ng processes. These links allow the free flow of informa-
® zhd goods across various social units.

eneralized Sharing: This is a form of exchange where re
=ation is not expected theoretically. It is largely a gesture
“endship between individuals coming from the same or dif-
groups. Such form of sharing may involve portable goods
property. . .

Among the lowlanders and the uplanders of Lake RBalinsa-
sharing of land rights is a common practice between close
= or relatives. A lowlander who wants to utilize a temporary
“ng in the upland is allowed by his friends to do so on the up-
s farm without any obligation to the latter. The arrange-
iz that the borrower uses it for a short time only after

it goes back to the owner. Otherwise, if it involves a longer
of time, a fixed sharing arrangement of products is fol-

o 4

Setween the Cebuanos and the Negritos in the Cangguhub
seneralized sharing usually involves farm produce like corn
crops. While this arrangement does not involve a return
stically, there is actually an implicit moral obligation on
of the recipient to extend similar gesture to his donor
ihe right time comes. The return does not have to come
“1v. and does not have to be of the same kind and quantity.
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However, each party tries to give an amount that will please th
other so that a see-saw effect of the giving and taking will tak
place alternatively, making the whole system a continuing process e
3 T-hary

Such process of accommodation allows both ‘population groupharvest

to handle seasonal problems of food scarcity especially when th
households involved come from two different domestic develo]
mental cycle stages. In the context of adjustments, household
with unfavorable demographic pressure on food supply may I

Iy 1]

mne

assisted through generalized sharing by households with othe The
wise favorable food supply. 9 acc
Balanced Reciprocity: It is an explicitly agreed form of a Jen;

rangement where certain goods change hands from the “have ~ l.m
to the “havenots.” Goods are rated according to quantity ar
quality. Reciprocation does not necessarily happen immediate
In most cases, the reciprocation is delayed. in which case penal

is imposed for the delay.

For instance, between the uplanders and the lowlanders
the Lake Balinsasayao area, cash may be needed very badly by ¢
uplander. A lowlander may provide cash advance to the forn

before the harvesting time on condition that the amount will
paid with certain quantity of agricultural product. Normally, 1 Trad
computation for determining the repayments takes into acco
the interest and risks of delay. tt:)r

For instance, between the uplanders and the lowlandera rol di
the Lake Balinsasayao area, cash may be needed very badly zally ¢
the uplander. A lowlander may provide cash advance to the & Fﬂd i
mer before the harvesting time on condition «that the amod®® insta

will be paid with certain quantity of agrigultural product. er in
mally, the computation for determining the repayments tal&= the
into account the interest and risks of delay. purcl

Among the Negritos and the Cebuanos in Cangguhub a® This I
goods in kind are generally involved. This usually happens dur e att
the months of food scarcity. Generally, the Cebuanos have alg #oods
an edge over the Negritos in the availability of food resoufsative
during the months of scarcity. Hence, the Negritos gener#e forn
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2 on the former during lean months for their food supply.
. the Negritos usually pay the price. The Cebuanos may
agricultural products like corn to the Negritos during
rvest period, while the latter pays the former during the
time. Normally, the lending period lasts utmost three
2. Three months after, a payment has to be made. Nor-
the repayment doubles the amount of what was borrowed
r the lean months period.

The idea of balanced reciprocity is quite complex. It takes
seccount a number of factors when reciprocation is made.
mgth of time the goods will have to be reciprocated and the
‘nvolved in possible failure of reciprocation are considered
+ng the amount to be paid in a balanced reciprocation.
balanced reciprocity does not necessarily mean equal
2t of goods or cash changing hands between transacting
= It signifies balancing the risks and the opportunity costs
wn two different goods transferring hands during two dif-
temporal points. Thus, balanced reciprocity does not ne-
wly signify quantitative equality of goods. It includes in-
cost not necessarily associated with the goods involved
n the transaction per se.

rading: Trading represents a process where resources as-
to have equal value change hands, legitimized by the use
wfium, usually money. Since different social aggregates may
! different kinds of goods or products, these groups theo-
v exchange goods through a series of conversion of goods
% into cash and perhaps finally into other goods in kind.
=mstance, a Negrito brings a chicken for sale to a trading
in order to buy salt. He negotiates a sale, with a Cebuano.
the deal is closed, the Negrito gets his cash and thén uses
purchase salt right at the same trading center.

process of inter-ethnic accommodation, is characterized
attempts of both contracting parties to derive profit from
wds involved. Sahlins (1965) has classicaly called this as
e reciprocity.” Negative reciprocity, however, is an ex-
form of trading which is generally characterized by deceit
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and cleverness fo outsmart each other. Despite such negative socié
characteristic of trading, the element of social accommodation iees nle ca

still maintained.
-

Summary and Implications for Development

It is very apparent that the resource use patterns betwee
social aggregates in the two upland communities of Negros Orier
tal suggest certain degree of interdependence between groups i
order to survive. While it is true that there are incidences ¢
social and economic imbalances between transacting individual
these imbalances have to take place due to the nature of the tra:
saction. For instance, in a balanced reciprocity, the recipient v
have to pay the cost of delayed payment and the risks for possib

failure of payment.

There is only one process that appears to put the inferi
cultural group at a distinct disadvantage. It is in the process
competition where the uplander or the Negritos are unwitting
displaced from their land by the Cebuanos. This process of d
placement, however. is no longer employed through the act
coercion or threat by the Cebuano lowlanders. The inferior ce
condition of the Negrito and other uplanders compared to
Cebuano lowlanders is a subtle way by which land ownership ¥
soon be shifted to the latter. It is a sad thing sinceland is the o
source of living for these Negritos and other uplanders.

Development programs, therefore, in the upland should
this particular process (like competition) seriously in order
protect the interest of the people we wish to help in the upla
While land is the basic resource for the upland dweller’s deve
ment, it is precisely this resource vied for by a competing eth
group. Since threat and coercion can no longer be used at p
gent, the Cebuanos are taking undue advantage of the extre
economic difficulty of the Negritos and other uplanders to has
the misplacement process.

Upland development programs should take serious measy
of protecting upland clientele from this difficulty. Modest 1
program for handling such emergency needs should be provi
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prohibition from disposing land rights-is not enough since
can easily get around this when an emergency need for
s pressing. Hence, such legal restrictions should be provided
2 realistic program of assistonce. The base for upland de-
sent is land. Upland development process, therefore, be-
. meaningless when the potential clientele is gradually losing
resource through unfair competition.
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